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Title 17-A: MAINE CRIMINAL CODE 
Part 2: SUBSTANTIVE OFFENSES 

Chapter 9: OFFENSES AGAINST THE PERSON  

§203. Manslaughter  

1.    A person is guilty of manslaughter if that person:  
A. Recklessly, or with criminal negligence, causes the death of another human 

being. Violation of this paragraph is a Class A crime; [2001, c. 383, §156 (AFF); 
2001, c. 383, §9 (AMD).] 

B. Intentionally or knowingly causes the death of another human being under 
circumstances that do not constitute murder because the person causes the death while 

under the influence of extreme anger or extreme fear brought about by adequate 
provocation. Adequate provocation has the same meaning as in section 201, subsection 4. 

The fact that the person causes the death while under the influence of extreme anger or 
extreme fear brought about by adequate provocation constitutes a mitigating 

circumstance reducing murder to manslaughter and need not be proved in any 
prosecution initiated under this subsection. Violation of this paragraph is a Class A crime; 

or [2001, c. 383, §156 (AFF); 2001, c. 383, §9 (AMD).] 
C. Has direct and personal management or control of any employment, place of 

employment or other employee, and intentionally or knowingly violates any occupational 
safety or health standard of this State or the Federal Government, and that violation in 

fact causes the death of an employee and that death is a reasonably foreseeable 
consequence of the violation. This paragraph does not apply to:  

(1) Any person who performs a public function either on a volunteer basis or for 
minimal compensation for services rendered; or  

(2) Any public employee responding to or acting at a life-threatening situation who 
is forced to make and does make a judgment reasonably calculated to save the life of a 

human being.  
Violation of this paragraph is a Class C crime. [2001, c. 383, §156 (AFF); 

2001, c. 383, §9 (AMD).] 
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Title 29-A: MOTOR VEHICLES HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); 
PT. B, §5 (AFF) 

Chapter 1: GENERAL PROVISIONS HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 
(NEW); PT. B, §5 (AFF)  

§101. Definitions  

(CONTAINS TEXT WITH VARYING EFFECTIVE DATES) 

As used in this Title, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the 
following meanings. [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 
§5 (AFF).] 

1. Adjudication.  "Adjudication" means a finding by a court that a person has 
committed a traffic infraction and includes the acceptance by the clerk of the violations 

bureau or any judicial division of an answer of not contested.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

1-A. Access aisle.  "Access aisle" means a designated space for maneuvering a 
wheelchair or other mobility device when entering or exiting a vehicle, and that is 
immediately adjacent to a properly designated parking space for a person with a 

disability. An access aisle must be marked so as to discourage parking in it.  
[ 2005, c. 433, §28 (AFF); 2005, c. 433, §3 (NEW) .]  

2. Altered vehicle.  "Altered vehicle" means a motor vehicle with a gross vehicle 
weight rating of 10,000 pounds or less that is modified so that the distance from the 
ground to the lowermost point on any part of the frame or body is different from the 

manufacturer's specifications, unless that difference is caused by:  
A. The use of tires that are no more than 2 sizes larger than the manufacturer's 

recommended sizes; [2005, c. 276, §1 (AMD).] 
B. The installation of a heavy duty suspension, including shock absorbers and 

overload springs; or [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 
§5 (AFF).] 

C. Normal wear of the suspension system that does not affect control of the vehicle. 
[1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 

[ 2005, c. 276, §1 (AMD) .]  
3. Antique auto.  "Antique auto" means an automobile or truck manufactured in or 

after model year 1916 that is:  
A. More than 25 years old; [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, 

Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 
B. Equipped with an engine manufactured either at the same time as the vehicle or to 

the specifications of the original engine; [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, 
c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 

C. Substantially maintained in original or restored condition primarily for use in 
exhibitions, club activities, parades or other functions of public interest; [1997, c. 

653, §2 (AMD).] 
D. Not used as its owner's primary mode of transportation of passengers or goods; 

[2005, c. 314, §1 (AMD).] 
E. Not a reconstructed vehicle; and [2005, c. 314, §2 (AMD).] 

F. Not an altered vehicle. [2005, c. 314, §3 (NEW).] 
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[ 2005, c. 314, §§1-3 (AMD) .]  
4. Antique motorcycle.  "Antique motorcycle" means a motorcycle or a motor-

driven cycle that is:  
A. More than 25 years old; [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, 

Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 
B. Equipped with an engine manufactured either at the same time as the vehicle or to 

the specifications of the original engine; [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, 
c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 

C. Maintained primarily for use in exhibitions, club activities, parades or other 
functions of public interest; and [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, 

Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 
D. Not used as its owner's primary mode of transportation of passengers or goods. 
[1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
5. Articulated bus.  "Articulated bus" means a bus consisting of 2 passenger-

carrying sections in which the rear body section is flexibly but permanently connected to 
the front section in a manner that allows the vehicle to bend without having an interior 

barrier to movement between sections of the vehicle.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

6. Authorized emergency vehicle.  "Authorized emergency vehicle" has the same 
meaning as defined in section 2054.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
6-A. (TEXT REPEALED 90 days after the adjournment of the First Regular Session 

of the 125th Legislature) (TEXT EFFECTIVE UNTIL 90 days after the adjournment of 
the First Regular Session of the 125th Legislature) Autocycle.  "Autocycle" means an 

enclosed motorcycle having no more than 3 wheels in contact with the ground and that:  
A. Meets the general motorcycle inspection standards, except those standards that do 

not apply due to the design of the vehicle; and [2009, c. 55, §1 (NEW).] 
B. Is equipped with:  

(1) Safety belts for all passengers; 
(2) A roll bar or enclosed cab; 

(3) A steering wheel or tiller; and 
(4) Brakes on at least 2 main wheels. [2009, c. 55, §1 (NEW).] 

The manufacturer's certificate of origin must state that the vehicle meets the federal 
specifications for a motorcycle. 

This subsection is repealed 90 days after the adjournment of the First Regular 
Session of the 125th Legislature. 
[ 2009, c. 55, §1 (NEW) .]  

7. Automobile.  "Automobile" means a motor vehicle designed for the conveyance 
of passengers that has a seating capacity of not more than 15 persons, including the 

operator.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

7-A. Auxiliary power unit.  "Auxiliary power unit" means an integrated system 
that:  

A. Provides heat, air conditioning, engine warming or electricity components on a 
heavy duty vehicle; and [2009, c. 3, §1 (NEW).] 



5 

B. Is certified by the Administrator of the United States Environmental Protection 
Agency under 40 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 89 as meeting emissions standards. 

[2009, c. 3, §1 (NEW).] 
[ 2009, c. 3, §1 (NEW) .]  

8. Axle.  "Axle" means an assembly of a vehicle consisting of 2 or more wheels 
whose centers are in one horizontal plane and by which a portion of the weight of a 

vehicle load may be transmitted to the roadway.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
8-A. Axle weight.  "Axle weight" means the weight of an axle plus the weight of the 

load carried by the axle.  
[ 2003, c. 166, §2 (NEW) .]  

9. Bicycle.  "Bicycle" means a device primarily propelled by human power, operated 
by a person usually seated on a seat and driven on the ground on wheels by the operator.  

[ 2001, c. 148, §1 (AMD) .]  
10. Bureau.  "Bureau" means the Bureau of Motor Vehicles.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
11. Bus.  "Bus" means a motor vehicle designed for carrying more than 15 persons, 

including the operator.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

12. Business or residential district.  "Business or residential district" means the 
part of a municipality, contiguous to a way, that is built up with structures that are 

situated less than 150 feet apart for a distance of at least 1/4 of a mile.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

13. Camp trailer.  "Camp trailer" means a trailer or semitrailer primarily designed 
and constructed to provide temporary living quarters for recreational, camping, travel or 

other use.  
"Camp trailer" includes a manufactured or homemade tent trailer, so called, that 

consists of a platform, shelf or box with means of permanently or temporarily attaching a 
tent. "Camp trailer" does not include a mobile home.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
14. Certified reserve officer.  "Certified reserve officer" means an officer who has 

attended the 100-hour reserve training program sponsored by the Maine Criminal Justice 
Academy and has received the academy's certification as a reserve officer.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
15. Classic vehicle.  "Classic vehicle" means a motor vehicle that is at least 16 years 

old but less than 26 years old that the Secretary of State determines is of significance to 
vehicle collectors because of its make, model and condition and is valued at more than 

$5,000.  
[ 2001, c. 361, §1 (AMD) .]  

15-A. Combination vehicle.  "Combination vehicle" means a motor vehicle 
consisting of a truck tractor in combination with one or more trailers or semitrailers.  

[ 2009, c. 315, §3 (NEW) .]  
16. Commercial driver's license.  "Commercial driver's license" means a license 

authorizing an individual to operate a class of commercial motor vehicle.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

17. Commercial motor vehicle.  "Commercial motor vehicle" means a motor 
vehicle that:  

A. Has a gross vehicle weight rating or a registered weight of 26,001 or more 
pounds; [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 
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B. Is a bus; or [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 
(AFF).] 

C. Is used in the transportation of hazardous materials requiring placarding under the 
federal Hazardous Materials Transportation Act and related regulations in 49 Code of 
Federal Regulations, Part 172, Subpart F or any quantity of a material listed as a select 

agent or toxin in 42 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 73. [2003, c. 434, §2 (AMD); 
2003, c. 434, §37 (AFF).] 

[ 2003, c. 434, §2 (AMD); 2003, c. 434, §37 (AFF) .]  
18. Crosswalk.  "Crosswalk" means the portion of a way:  

A. At an intersection that is included within extensions of the lateral lines of the 
sidewalks on opposite sides of the way beginning at the curbs or, in the absence of curbs, 
from the edge of traversable ways; or [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 

683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 
B. At an intersection or elsewhere that is distinctly indicated for pedestrian crossing 

by lines or other markings on the way surface. [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 
1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
19. Curb.  "Curb" means the edge of a sidewalk nearest to a way or either edge of 

the wrought or usually traveled part of a way.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

19-A. Custom vehicle.  "Custom vehicle" means a motor vehicle that is at least 30 
years old and of a model year after 1948 or a motor vehicle that was manufactured to 

resemble a motor vehicle that is at least 30 years old and of a model year after 1948 and 
that has been altered from the manufacturer's original design or has a body constructed 

from nonoriginal material.  
[ 2005, c. 321, §1 (NEW); 2005, c. 321, §6 (AFF) .]  

20. Daytime.  "Daytime" means any time from 1/2 hour before sunrise to 1/2 hour 
after sunset.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
21. Department.  "Department" means the Department of Transportation.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
21-A. Drive-away saddlemount vehicle transporter combination.  "Drive-away 

saddlemount vehicle transporter combination" means a vehicle combination designed and 
specifically used to tow up to 3 trucks or truck tractors, each connected by a saddle to the 
frame or 5th wheel of the vehicle in front of it. The saddle is a mechanism that connects 
the front axle of the towed vehicle to the frame or 5th wheel of the vehicle in front of it. 

The drive-away saddlemount vehicle transporter combination may include one fullmount, 
which consists of a smaller vehicle mounted completely on the frame of either the first or 

the last vehicle in the drive-away saddlemount vehicle transporter combination.  
[ 2007, c. 306, §5 (NEW) .]  

22. Driver.  "Driver" has the same meaning as "operator" as defined in subsection 
48.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
22-A. Electric personal assistive mobility device.  "Electric personal assistive 

mobility device" means a self-balancing, 2-nontandem-wheeled device, designed to 
transport only one person, with an electric propulsion system that limits the maximum 

speed of the device to 15 miles per hour or less.  
[ 2001, c. 687, §3 (NEW) .]  
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23. Farming.  "Farming" means engaging in farming in all its branches and the 
cultivation and tillage of the soil as a livelihood and includes dairying; raising livestock, 

freshwater fish, fur-bearing animals or poultry; producing, cultivating, growing and 
harvesting fruit, produce or floricultural or horticultural commodities; or any practices on 

a farm that are incident to or in conjunction with these farming operations. For the 
purposes of this Title, "farming" does not include forestry, the growing of timber or the 

operation of a farm for recreational activity.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

23-A. Final-stage manufacturer.  "Final-stage manufacturer" means a 
manufacturer who performs manufacturing operations on an incomplete vehicle such that 

the vehicle becomes complete.  
[ 2003, c. 166, §3 (NEW) .]  

24. Fish truck.  "Fish truck" means a 2-axle or 3-axle motor truck used primarily to 
harvest and transport fish or marine animals, including use in aquaculture.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
25. For-hire transportation.  "For-hire transportation" means the transportation for 
compensation of passengers, freight or merchandise not owned by the carrier.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
25-A. Golf cart.  "Golf cart" means a motor vehicle that is originally designed and 

manufactured for operation on a golf course for sporting or recreational purposes and that 
is not capable of exceeding speeds of 20 miles per hour. "Golf cart" does not include an 

ATV as defined in Title 12, section 13001.  
[ 2003, c. 414, Pt. B, §40 (AMD); 2003, c. 614, §9 (AFF) .]  

26. Gross weight.  "Gross weight" means the weight in pounds of an empty vehicle 
or axle plus the weight of the maximum load to be carried by the vehicle or axle.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

26-A. Gross vehicle weight.  "Gross vehicle weight" or "GVW" means the actual 
total weight of the vehicle and load.  
[ 2003, c. 166, §4 (NEW) .]  

26-B. Gross vehicle weight rating.  "Gross vehicle weight rating" or "GVWR" 
means the weight of the vehicle and load as determined by the final-stage manufacturer, 

as the rating appears on the vehicle.  
[ 2003, c. 166, §4 (NEW) .]  

27. Hazardous material.  "Hazardous material" means any material that has been 
designated as hazardous under 49 United States Code, Sections 5101 to 5127 (2003) and 
is required to be placarded under 49 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 172, Subpart F or 

any quantity of material listed as a select agent or toxin in 42 Code of Federal 
Regulations, Part 73.  

[ 2003, c. 434, §3 (AMD); 2003, c. 434, §37 (AFF) .]  
27-A. Heavy duty vehicle.  "Heavy duty vehicle" means a vehicle powered by a 

diesel engine that has a gross vehicle weight rating greater than 8,500 pounds.  
[ 2009, c. 3, §2 (NEW) .]  

28. Horseless carriage.  "Horseless carriage" means an automobile manufactured 
before model year 1916 that is:  

A. Equipped with an engine manufactured either at the same time as the vehicle or 
to the specifications of the original engine of the vehicle; [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 

(NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 
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B. Maintained primarily for use in exhibitions, club activities, parades and other 
functions of public interest; and [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, 

Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 
C. Not used as its owner's primary mode of transportation of passengers or goods. 
[1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
28-A. Immediate family member.  "Immediate family member" means a 

grandparent, stepgrandparent, parent, stepparent, brother, stepbrother, sister, stepsister, 
child, stepchild or spouse.  

[ 2005, c. 433, §2 (RPR); 2005, c. 433, §28 (AFF) .]  
28-B. Improved school property.  "Improved school property" means the 

developed portion of school property including driveways, parking lots, playgrounds, 
athletic fields or school buildings.  
[ 2001, c. 145, §1 (NEW) .]  
29. Intersection.  "Intersection" means:  

A. For ways joining each other at approximately right angles, the area within the 
extension of the outside boundary of the way or curb lines; [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, 

§2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 
B. For other joining ways, the area at the junction within which vehicles may come 

in contact; or [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 
(AFF).] 

C. Where the opposite lanes of a divided highway are separated by 30 feet or more, 
every crossing of each lane by an intersecting highway. [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 

(NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

29-A. Interstate highway, interstate system or interstate highway system.  
"Interstate highway," "interstate system" or "interstate highway system" has the same 

meaning as defined in Title 23, section 1903, subsection 3, except that it does not include 
that portion of the Maine Turnpike designated Interstate 95 and that portion of Interstate 
95 from the southern terminus of the Maine Turnpike to the New Hampshire state line.  

[ 2009, c. 315, §4 (AMD) .]  
30. Law enforcement officer.  "Law enforcement officer" means a person who by 

virtue of public employment is vested by law with a duty to maintain public order or to 
make arrests for crimes, whether that duty extends to all crimes or is limited to specific 

crimes.  
"Law enforcement officer" also means an officer or special investigator of the 

Bureau of Revenue Services, but only when the officer or special investigator is engaged 
in enforcement of tax laws under this Title or Title 36.  

[ 1995, c. 584, Pt. B, §1 (AMD); 1997, c. 526, §14 (AMD) .]  
31. License.  "License" means an operator's license or driver's license or other 

license, permit or privilege to operate a motor vehicle. "License" includes, but is not 
limited to, a nonresident operating privilege and the privilege of a person to apply for or 

obtain a license or permit to operate a motor vehicle.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
32. Limousine.  "Limousine" means a vehicle for hire, with a driver, that is used for 

the transportation of passengers and that has a seating capacity of at least 5 and no more 
than 14 persons behind the driver.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
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32-A. Low-speed vehicle.  "Low-speed vehicle" means a 4-wheeled motor vehicle 
that is able to attain a speed of at least 20 miles per hour but not more than 25 miles per 
hour and is less than 3,000 pounds in unloaded weight. "Low-speed vehicle" does not 
include an ATV as defined in Title 12, section 13001. A low-speed vehicle must be 

originally manufactured and maintained in accordance with the Federal Motor Vehicle 
Safety Standards as a low-speed vehicle pursuant to 49 Code of Federal Regulations, 

Section 571.500, as amended.  
[ 2009, c. 42, §1 (AMD) .]  

32-B. Manufactured housing.  "Manufactured housing" means a structural unit or 
units designed to be used as a dwelling or dwellings and constructed in a manufacturing 

facility and then transported by the use of its own chassis or placement on an independent 
chassis to a building site. "Manufactured housing" includes any type of building that is 

constructed at a manufacturing facility and then transported to a building site where it is 
used for housing and that may be purchased, sold, offered for sale or brokered by a 

licensee in the interim. Three types of manufactured housing are included. They are:  
A. Units constructed after June 15, 1976 that the manufacturer certifies are 

constructed in compliance with the code adopted by the United States Department of 
Housing and Urban Development and that are structures, transportable in one or more 

sections that, in the traveling mode, are 8 body feet or more in width and 40 body feet or 
more in length or, when erected on site, are 320 or more square feet and are built on a 
permanent chassis and designed to be used as dwellings, with or without permanent 

foundations, when connected to the required utilities, including the plumbing, heating, 
air-conditioning and electrical systems within the units; except that "manufactured 

housing" includes any structure that meets all the requirements of this paragraph except 
the size requirements and with respect to which the manufacturer voluntarily files a 

certification required by the Secretary of the United States Department of Housing and 
Urban Development and complies with the standards established under the National 

Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Standards Act of 1974, 42 United States 
Code, Section 5401 et seq.; [2005, c. 678, §13 (AFF); 2005, c. 678, §4 

(NEW).] 
B. State-certified modular homes, which are those units that the manufacturer 

certifies are constructed in compliance with the State's laws and rules governing 
manufactured housing, meaning structures, transportable in one or more sections, that are 

not constructed on a permanent chassis and are designed to be used as dwellings on 
foundations when connected to required utilities, including the plumbing, heating, air-
conditioning or electrical systems within the units; and [2005, c. 678, §13 (AFF); 

2005, c. 678, §4 (NEW).] 
C. Units constructed prior to June 15, 1976 that are structures, transportable in one 

or more sections, that are 8 body feet or more in width and are 32 body feet or more in 
length and are built on a permanent chassis and designed to be used as dwellings, with or 

without permanent foundations, when connected to the required utilities, including the 
plumbing, heating, air-conditioning or electrical systems within the units. [2005, c. 

678, §13 (AFF); 2005, c. 678, §4 (NEW).] 
[ 2005, c. 678, §13 (AFF); 2005, c. 678, §4 (NEW) .]  

33. Median strip.  "Median strip" means a physical barrier separating lanes of 
traffic moving in opposite directions.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
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34. Minor.  "Minor" means a person who has not attained 18 years of age.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

35. Mobile home.  "Mobile home" has the same meaning as "manufactured 
housing" as defined in subsection 32-B, paragraphs A and C.  
A. [2005, c. 678, §13 (AFF); 2005, c. 678, §5 (RP).] 
B. [2005, c. 678, §13 (AFF); 2005, c. 678, §5 (RP).] 
C. [2005, c. 678, §13 (AFF); 2005, c. 678, §5 (RP).] 
D. [2005, c. 678, §13 (AFF); 2005, c. 678, §5 (RP).] 

[ 2005, c. 678, §13 (AFF); 2005, c. 678, §5 (AMD) .]  
35-A. Modified show vehicle.  "Modified show vehicle" means a factory-produced 

2-wheel-drive motor vehicle manufactured after 1949 that is equipped with modified 
components and that qualifies as a modified show vehicle under rules adopted by the 

Chief of the State Police.  
[ 2001, c. 225, §1 (NEW) .]  

36. Moped.  "Moped" means a motorized device designed to travel with only 2 or 3 
10-inch or larger diameter wheels in contact with the ground and that:  

A. May have fully operative pedals for propulsion by human power; [2005, c. 
577, §1 (RPR).] 

B. Has an electric or a liquid fuel motor with a cylinder capacity displacement not 
exceeding 50 cubic centimeters or an electric motor with a capacity under 1,500 watts; 

and [2005, c. 577, §1 (RPR).] 
C. Is equipped with a power drive system that functions only directly or 

automatically and does not require clutching or shifting by the operator after the drive 
system is engaged. [2005, c. 577, §1 (RPR).] 

"Moped" does not include an electric personal assistive mobility device. 
[ 2005, c. 577, §1 (RPR) .]  

37. Motor carrier.  "Motor carrier" means a contract carrier, a common carrier or a 
private carrier of property or passengers by motor vehicle.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
38. Motorcycle.  "Motorcycle" means a motor vehicle that has a seat or a saddle for 

the use of the rider and is designed to travel with only 2 or 3 10-inch or larger diameter 
wheels in ground contact and has a motor with a cylinder capacity of more than 50 cubic 

centimeters or an electric motor with a capacity of not less than 1,500 watts.  
[ 2005, c. 577, §2 (RPR) .]  

39. Motor-driven cycle.   
[ 2005, c. 577, §3 (RP) .]  

40. Motor home.  "Motor home" means a motor vehicle that:  
A. Is originally designed, reconstructed or permanently altered to provide facilities 

for human habitation; or [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. 
B, §5 (AFF).] 

B. Has a camper permanently attached to it. [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 
1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 

"Motor home" does not include a mobile home. 
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
41. Motorized bicycle or tricycle.  "Motorized bicycle or tricycle" means a bicycle 

or tricycle that:  
A. May have pedals to permit human propulsion; and [1999, c. 170, §1 

(AMD).] 
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B. Has a motor attached to a wheel that is rated at no more than 1.5 brake 
horsepower and has a cylinder capacity capable of propelling the vehicle unassisted at a 

speed of 25 miles per hour or less on a level road surface. [1999, c. 170, §1 
(AMD).] 

C. [1999, c. 170, §1 (RP).] 
"Motorized bicycle or tricycle" does not include an electric personal assistive 

mobility device. 
[ 2001, c. 687, §6 (AMD) .]  

41-A. Motorized wheelchair.  "Motorized wheelchair" means a battery-powered 
device used exclusively for the transportation of an individual with a physical disability. 
"Motorized wheelchair" does not include an electric personal assistive mobility device.  

[ 2001, c. 687, §7 (AMD) .]  
41-B. Motorized scooter.  "Motorized scooter" means a scooter that has 2 or 3 

wheels less than 10 inches in diameter in ground contact or is powered by a motor having 
a maximum piston displacement of less than 25 cubic centimeters or an electric motor 

with a capacity not exceeding 750 watts. "Motorized scooter" does not include an electric 
personal assistive mobility device.  
[ 2005, c. 577, §4 (AMD) .]  

42. Motor vehicle.  "Motor vehicle" means a self-propelled vehicle not operated 
exclusively on tracks but does not include:  

A. A snowmobile as defined in Title 12, section 13001; [2003, c. 414, Pt. B, 
§42 (AMD); 2003, c. 614, §9 (AFF).] 

B. An all-terrain vehicle as defined in Title 12, section 13001, unless the all-terrain 
vehicle is permitted in accordance with section 501, subsection 8 or is operated on a way 

and section 2080 applies; and [2005, c. 577, §5 (AMD).] 
C. A motorized wheelchair or an electric personal assistive mobility device. [2001, 

c. 687, §9 (AMD).] 
[ 2005, c. 577, §5 (AMD) .]  

43. Motor vehicle violation.  "Motor vehicle violation" means a violation of this 
Title.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
44. Moving violation.  "Moving violation" means a violation of this Title for which 

points may be assessed in accordance with section 2458, subsection 3.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

45. Muffler.  "Muffler" means a device consisting of a series of chambers or baffle 
plates or another mechanical design for receiving exhaust gas from an internal 

combustion engine and reducing noise.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

46. Nighttime.  "Nighttime" means a time other than daytime.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
47. Nonresident.  "Nonresident" means a person whose legal residence is not in the 

State.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
47-A. Off-road vehicle.  "Off-road vehicle" means a motor vehicle that, because of 

the vehicle's design and configuration, does not meet the inspection standards of chapter 
15 and that is not a moped or motorcycle.  

[ 2005, c. 577, §6 (NEW) .]  
48. Operator.  "Operator" means an individual who drives or is in control of a 

vehicle or who is exercising control over or steering a towed vehicle.  
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[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
49. Original registration.  "Original registration" means a registration other than a 

renewal of registration by the same owner.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

50. Owner.  "Owner" means a person holding title to a vehicle or having exclusive 
right to the use of the vehicle for a period of 30 days or more.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
51. Parking area.  "Parking area" means an area designed for use as access or 

parking for patrons and customers of establishments to which the public is invited.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
52. Parking control vehicle.  "Parking control vehicle" means a 3-wheel vehicle of 

25 horsepower or less that has a metal roof and is operated by a law enforcement officer 
or a parking control officer to control parking and traffic.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
53. Pedestrian.  "Pedestrian" means a person on foot or an operator of a wheelchair 

or a 4-wheeled or 3-wheeled motorized wheelchair.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

54. Person.  "Person" means an individual, corporation, firm, partnership, joint 
venture, association, fiduciary, trust, estate or any other legal or commercial entity.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

55. Pickup truck.  "Pickup truck" means a truck with a registered gross vehicle 
weight of 6,000 pounds or less.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
56. Pilot vehicle.  "Pilot vehicle" means a motor vehicle equipped and operated as 

required by rules adopted by the Secretary of State that accompanies a vehicle or 
combination of vehicles that have a length, width, height or weight greater than that 

specified in this Title.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

57. Pneumatic tire.  "Pneumatic tire" means a tire in which confined air supports 
the load.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
58. Private way.  "Private way" means a way privately owned and maintained over 

which the owner may restrict use or passage and includes a discontinued way even if a 
public recreation easement has been reserved.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
59. Public way.  "Public way" means a way, owned and maintained by the State, a 

county or a municipality, over which the general public has a right to pass.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

59-A. Reconstructed motorcycle.  "Reconstructed motorcycle" means a salvaged 
or dismantled motorcycle that is repaired or assembled without original manufacturer 

component parts, excluding fenders.  
[ 1997, c. 776, §2 (NEW) .]  

60. Reconstructed vehicle.  "Reconstructed vehicle" means a vehicle that has been 
reconstructed to change the original steering, braking system, suspension system or body 
design, including, but not limited to, a dune buggy, a street rod, a passenger car converted 

to a pickup truck or a manufactured vehicle body mounted on another manufactured 
chassis. Repair to a vehicle that replaces parts with similar parts is not reconstruction.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  



13 

60-A. Registered weight.  "Registered weight" means the gross vehicle weight 
specified on the vehicle's registration certificate.  

[ 2003, c. 166, §6 (NEW) .]  
61. Registration.  "Registration" means the registration certificate, plates and 

renewal devices pertaining to the registration of a vehicle, including temporary registered 
gross weight increases.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
61-A. Registration agent.  "Registration agent" means a nongovernmental entity 

authorized by the Secretary of State to conduct registration transactions on the bureau's 
behalf.  

[ 1995, c. 645, Pt. B, §24 (AFF); 1995, c. 645, Pt. B, §4 (NEW) .]  
62. Resident.  "Resident" means a person who has declared or established residency 

in this State or has been domiciled in this State for a period of at least 30 days, except for 
persons in compliance with section 109, subsection 1.  

Except for a person in compliance with section 109, subsection 1, a person is 
deemed to be a resident: 

A. For all vehicles owned by that person that are garaged or maintained in this State; 
or [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 

B. If engaged in the business of renting you-drive or you-haul vehicles for an 
apportioned share of all vehicles based on the ratio of the mileage of vehicles operated in 

this State to the total mileage of vehicles operated both within and without the State. 
[1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 

[ 1995, c. 454, §1 (AMD) .]  
63. Revocation of driver's license.  "Revocation of driver's license" means the 

termination of a license or privilege to operate by formal action of the bureau or a court. 
A revoked license may not be restored or renewed but may only be regained by a new 

application.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
63-A. Roller ski.  "Roller ski" means an object affixed to a foot, separately from the 

other foot, primarily propelled by human power and driven by the operator on the ground 
via wheels.  

[ 2009, c. 484, §1 (NEW) .]  
64. Saddlemount vehicle transporter combination.   

[ 2007, c. 306, §6 (RP) .]  
64-A. School.  "School" has the same meaning as in Title 20-A, section 6353, 

subsection 7.  
[ 2001, c. 667, Pt. A, §45 (RPR); 2001, c. 687, §10 (RPR) .]  

64-B. School zone.  "School zone" means the portion of the public highway abutting 
improved school property or 300 feet on either side of a school entrance, whichever is 

greater, or as designated under section 2075, subsection 3, paragraph F.  
[ 2003, c. 92, §1 (AMD) .]  

64-C. Scooter.  "Scooter" means a device upon which a person may ride, consisting 
of a footboard between 2 end wheels, controlled by an upright steering handle attached to 

the front wheel and propelled by human power.  
[ 2005, c. 577, §7 (AMD) .]  

65. Sell.  "Sell" means to sell, offer, negotiate or advertise to sell, display for sale, 
exchange or otherwise transfer for value.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
66. Semitrailer.  "Semitrailer" means a vehicle:  
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A. Without motive power; [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, 
Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 

B. Designed for being drawn by a motor vehicle; and [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 
(NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 

C. Designed so that some part of its weight and its load rests upon or is carried by 
that motor vehicle. [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 

(AFF).] 
"Semitrailer" includes, but is not limited to, so-called pole dollies and pole dickeys 

and wheels commonly used as a support for the ends of logs or other long articles. 
"Semitrailer" excludes tow dollies.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
66-A. Single-axle unit.  "Single-axle unit" means one axle, or 2 axles less than 4 

feet apart as measured from axle center to axle center.  
[ 2003, c. 166, §7 (NEW) .]  

67. Solid tires.  "Solid tires" means tires of solid rubber or other material that do not 
depend on confined air for the support of the load.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
68. Solid waste.  "Solid waste" means useless, unwanted or discarded solid material 

with insufficient liquid content to be free-flowing, including, but not limited to, rubbish, 
garbage, refuse-derived fuel, scrap materials, junk, refuse, inert fill material and 

landscape refuse, but not including hazardous waste, biomedical waste, septic tank sludge 
or agricultural wastes. The fact that a solid waste or constituent of the waste may have 
value or other use or may be sold or exchanged does not exclude it from this definition.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
69. Special equipment.  "Special equipment" means equipment that is drawn by a 

motor vehicle and that is not designed or used to convey property other than hand tools or 
parts used in connection with the operation of that equipment, including, but not limited 

to, air compressors, conveyors, cement mixers, wood splitting or sawing machines, 
sprayers, compactors, pumps, drills and brush chippers.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
70. Special mobile equipment.  "Special mobile equipment" means a self-propelled 
device operated over the highways that is not designed or used primarily for the 

transportation of persons or property, including, but not limited to, road construction or 
maintenance machinery, ditch-digging apparatus, stone crushers, air compressors, power 

shovels, cranes, graders, rollers, trucks used only to plow snow and to carry sand for 
ballast, well drillers and wood-sawing equipment used for hire or similar types of 

equipment.  
Special mobile equipment that makes frequent movement over public ways, 

including, but not limited to, self-propelled well drillers or air compressors, is considered 
Class A equipment. All other special mobile equipment may be considered Class A or 

Class B equipment at the option of the registrant.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

70-A. Sport utility vehicle.  "Sport utility vehicle" means a motor vehicle 
constructed on a light truck chassis but designed primarily for the transportation of 

persons or any motor vehicle designated by the United States Department of 
Transportation as a sport utility vehicle.  

[ 2007, c. 383, §2 (NEW) .]  
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71. Stinger-steered autotransporter.  "Stinger-steered autotransporter" means a 
combination vehicle consisting of a tractor and semitrailer designed and used specifically 
for the transport of motor vehicles that has the 5th wheel located on a drop frame located 

behind and below the rearmost axle of the power unit.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
72. Stock race car.  "Stock race car" means a factory-produced motor vehicle that is 

equipped with roll bars or bracing welded or attached to the frame in a permanent 
manner, special safety belts and firewalls and that has part of the body removed.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

73. Stop.  "Stop," when required, means complete cessation of movement.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

74. Stop or stopping.  "Stop" or "stopping," when prohibited, means halting, even 
momentarily, of a vehicle, whether occupied or not, except when necessary to avoid 

conflict with other traffic or in compliance with the directions of a police officer or traffic 
control device.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
75. Street or highway.  "Street" or "highway" means a public way.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
76. Street rod.  "Street rod" means a replica of or a modified antique auto 

manufactured prior to 1949 that complies with standards adopted by the Chief of the 
State Police.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
77. Suspension of driver's license.  "Suspension of driver's license" means the 

temporary withdrawal of a license or privilege to operate a motor vehicle by formal 
action of the bureau or a court.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
78. Sunrise and sunset.  "Sunrise" and "sunset" are the times given in the Maine 
Farmers' Almanac for sunrise and sunset respectively on that particular day.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
78-A. Tandem-axle unit.  "Tandem-axle unit" means 2 or more axles at least 4 feet 

and not more than 8 feet apart, as measured from axle center to axle center of the extreme 
axles.  

[ 2003, c. 166, §8 (NEW) .]  
79. Taxicab.  "Taxicab" means a sedan, station wagon or minivan used for hire, 

with a driver, that has a seating capacity of fewer than 5 persons behind the driver.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

80. Team.  "Team" means a conveyance for persons and for property on a way, 
except a motor vehicle or a vehicle that is propelled or drawn by human power or used 

exclusively on tracks.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
81. Tow dolly.  "Tow dolly" means a device towed by a motor vehicle and designed 

and used exclusively to transport another motor vehicle and on which the front or rear 
wheels of the towed motor vehicle are mounted, while the other wheels of the towed 

motor vehicle remain in contact with the ground.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

82. Tractor.  "Tractor" means a motor vehicle used primarily off the highway for 
farming, forestry or other similar types of activities.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
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83. Traffic.  "Traffic" means pedestrians, ridden or herded animals, vehicles and 
other conveyances either singly or together using public way for travel.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
84. Traffic control device.  "Traffic control device" means a sign, a signal, a 

marking or a device placed or erected by a public body or official to regulate, warn or 
guide traffic.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
85. Traffic infraction.  "Traffic infraction" means any violation of any provision of 

this Title, or of any rules established under this Title, not expressly defined as a crime and 
otherwise not punishable by incarceration.  

The term "traffic infraction" as used in any public or private law of this State or in 
any rule adopted pursuant to any law of this State has this same meaning and effect.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

86. Trailer.  "Trailer" means a vehicle without motive power, designed to carry 
persons or property and to be drawn by a motor vehicle, not operated on tracks, and so 
constructed that no part of its weight rests upon the towing vehicle. "Trailer" does not 

include tow dollies.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
86-A. Tri-axle semitrailer.  "Tri-axle semitrailer" means a semitrailer that contains 

one tri-axle unit.  
[ 2003, c. 166, §9 (NEW) .]  

86-B. Tri-axle unit.  "Tri-axle unit" means 3 axles more than 8 feet and less than 12 
feet apart, as measured between the centers of the first and 3rd axles. If the axle center of 
a single-axle unit is closer than 10 feet, or 9 feet in the case of a steering axle, to the axle 

center of the nearest axle of a tri-axle unit, the 4 axles are a tri-axle unit.  
[ 2003, c. 166, §9 (NEW) .]  

87. Trolley trailer.  "Trolley trailer" means a trailer equipped with permanent seats 
that face forward, are parallel to each other and have devices at each end to prevent a 

passenger from falling from the trailer when it is in motion. A trolley trailer has a 
maximum seating capacity of 24 passengers.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
88. Truck.  "Truck" means a motor vehicle designed and used primarily to carry 

property. A truck may be used to tow trailers or semitrailers.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

89. Truck camper.  "Truck camper" means a slide-in camper designed to be 
mounted on a truck body to provide temporary living quarters for recreational, camping, 

travel or other use.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

90. Truck tractor.  "Truck tractor" means a motor vehicle designed and used 
exclusively to draw other vehicles and not constructed to carry a load other than a part of 

the weight of the vehicle and the load drawn.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

91. Vehicle.  "Vehicle" means a device for conveyance of persons or property on a 
way. "Vehicle" does not include conveyances propelled or drawn by human power or 
used exclusively on tracks or snowmobiles as defined in Title 12, section 13001 or an 

electric personal assistive mobility device as defined in this section.  
[ 2003, c. 414, Pt. B, §44 (AMD); 2003, c. 614, §9 (AFF) .]  
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92. Way.  "Way" means the entire width between boundary lines of a road, 
highway, parkway, street or bridge used for vehicular traffic, whether public or private.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
93. Wrecker.  "Wrecker" means a motor vehicle with hoisting apparatus and special 

equipment designed and used for towing or carrying wrecked or disabled vehicles or 
freeing vehicles stalled or stuck in snow, mud or sand. "Wrecker" does not include a 

vehicle designed to carry or tow more than one vehicle on its own body.  
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Title 29-A: MOTOR VEHICLES HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); 
PT. B, §5 (AFF) 

Chapter 5: VEHICLE REGISTRATION HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 
(NEW); PT. B, §5 (AFF)  

Subchapter 1: REGISTRATION HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); 
PT. B, §5 (AFF)  

Article 4: REGISTRATION PROVISIONS HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, 
§2 (NEW); PT. B, §5 (AFF)  

§517. Government vehicles  

1. Exemption.  The following vehicles are exempt from registration fees, but must 
be registered and are subject to inspection requirements:  

A. Vehicles owned by the State; [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 
683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 

B. Vehicles owned by a county; [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 
683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 

C. Vehicles owned or used by a municipality; [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 
(NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 

D. [1995, c. 65, Pt. A, §153 (AFF); 1995, c. 65, Pt. C, §15 (AFF); 
1995, c. 65, Pt. C, §4 (RP).] 

E. Vehicles owned by a school district; [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 
1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 

F. Vehicles owned by a water district; [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 
1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 

G. Vehicles loaned by a dealer for use in driver education in a public school or 
private secondary school; [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. 

B, §5 (AFF).] 
H. Vehicles loaned by a dealer to a municipality for use by a law enforcement 

agency for educational purposes; [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 
683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 

I. Vehicles loaned to the University of Maine System and the Maine Community 
College System and used in organized programs; [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 
1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF); 2003, c. 20, Pt. OO, §2 (AMD); 2003, c. 

20, Pt. OO, §4 (AFF).] 
J. Vehicles owned by the University of Maine System; [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, 

§2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 
K. School buses operated under a lease of at least 30 days to a municipality or 

school district; and [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 
(AFF).] 

L. Vehicles used in volunteer ambulance or rescue squad services. [1993, c. 
683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 

[ 1995, c. 65, Pt. A, §153 (AFF); 1995, c. 65, Pt. C, §15 (AFF); 1995, 
c. 65, Pt. C, §4 (AMD); 2003, c. 20, Pt. OO, §2 (AMD); 2003, c. 20, Pt. 

OO, §4 (AFF) .]  
1-A. Vehicles owned or used by fire departments.  Vehicles owned or used 

exclusively by municipal fire departments or volunteer fire associations as defined in 
Title 30-A, section 3151 are exempt from registration requirements and registration fees. 
The Secretary of State shall register vehicles owned or used exclusively by a municipal 
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fire department or a volunteer fire association upon request of the municipality or 
volunteer fire association.  

Vehicles owned or used by municipal fire departments or volunteer fire associations 
are not exempt from the inspection requirements of chapter 15, subchapter I.  

[ 1995, c. 65, Pt. A, §153 (AFF); 1995, c. 65, Pt. C, §15 (AFF); 1995, 
c. 65, Pt. C, §5 (NEW) .]  

1-B. Low-speed vehicle.  A low-speed vehicle loaned by a dealer to a municipality 
is exempt from registration fees and is not subject to inspection pursuant to section 1752 

but must be registered and must be in compliance with equipment provisions under 
section 1925.  

[ 2003, c. 490, Pt. D, §1 (NEW) .]  
2. Plates.  The Secretary of State shall issue distinctive plates that expire at the end 

of a 6-year period for state plates and a 10-year period for municipal plates within the 
semipermanent plate program. Notwithstanding section 501, subsection 11, the Secretary 

of State shall issue distinctive municipal plates under this subsection to a low-speed 
vehicle owned by a municipality or loaned by a dealer to a municipality. Vehicles owned 
by the State may display a marker or insignia, approved by the Secretary of State, plainly 

designating them as owned by the State.  
The Secretary of State may issue environmental or sportsman registration plates to a 

state-owned vehicle assigned to the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife or the 
Department of Conservation with authorization from the department's commissioner. The 

Secretary of State may issue environmental or sportsman registration plates to a state-
owned vehicle assigned to the Baxter State Park Authority with authorization from the 

Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife in the commissioner's capacity as a 
member of the Baxter State Park Authority. A state-owned vehicle issued environmental 
or sportsman registration plates must display a marker or insignia designating the vehicle 

as state-owned and is exempt from registration fees and the contribution under section 
455, subsection 4.  

The Secretary of State may issue agricultural education plates to a state-owned 
vehicle assigned to the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources with 

authorization from the Commissioner of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources. A state-
owned vehicle issued agricultural education plates must display a marker or insignia 
designating the vehicle as state-owned and is exempt from registration fees and the 

contribution under section 456-F, subsection 2.  
The Secretary of State may issue lobster plates to a state-owned vehicle assigned to 

the Department of Marine Resources with authorization from the Commissioner of 
Marine Resources. A state-owned vehicle issued lobster plates must display a marker or 
insignia designating the vehicle as state-owned and is exempt from registration fees and 

the contribution under section 456-A, subsection 2.  
[ 2009, c. 598, §3 (AMD) .]  

3. Exception.  If an exempt vehicle is leased or rented for commercial purposes, 
registration fees must be paid for that vehicle.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
4. Unmarked law enforcement vehicles.  An unmarked motor vehicle used 

primarily for law enforcement purposes, when authorized by the Secretary of State and 
upon approval from the appropriate requesting authority, is exempt from displaying a 

special registration plate. Records for all unmarked vehicle registrations are confidential.  
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Upon receipt of a written request by an appropriate criminal justice official showing 
cause that it is in the best interest of public safety, the Secretary of State may determine 

that records of a nongovernment vehicle may be held confidential for a specific period of 
time, which may not exceed the expiration of the current registration.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
5. Municipal police vehicles.  A vehicle owned by a municipality and used by a 

full-time law enforcement department may be issued special police registration plates at 
the request of the chief law enforcement official of that municipality.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
6. Federal government vehicles.  The Secretary of State may issue registration 

certificates and plates without fee to federal or other governmental agencies. Vehicles 
owned by the Federal Government used under lease to a Maine resident must be 

registered in this State.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

7. County sheriff vehicles.  A vehicle owned by a county and used by a full-time 
law enforcement department may be issued special registration plates at the request of the 
chief law enforcement official of the county. The Secretary of State, in consultation with 
the Maine Sheriffs' Association, shall design county law enforcement registration plates. 

A county sheriff requesting special plates shall reimburse the Highway Fund the cost 
associated with the production and issuance of the plates.  
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Title 29-A: MOTOR VEHICLES HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); 
PT. B, §5 (AFF) 

Chapter 5: VEHICLE REGISTRATION HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 
(NEW); PT. B, §5 (AFF)  

Subchapter 1: REGISTRATION HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); 
PT. B, §5 (AFF)  

Article 4: REGISTRATION PROVISIONS HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, 
§2 (NEW); PT. B, §5 (AFF)  

§518. Emergency vehicles  

Emergency vehicles registered in another jurisdiction and operating in this State as a 
result of a declared emergency are exempt from further registration requirements. 
[1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 
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Title 29-A: MOTOR VEHICLES HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); 
PT. B, §5 (AFF) 

Chapter 5: VEHICLE REGISTRATION HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 
(NEW); PT. B, §5 (AFF)  

Subchapter 1: REGISTRATION HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); 
PT. B, §5 (AFF)  

Article 4: REGISTRATION PROVISIONS HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, 
§2 (NEW); PT. B, §5 (AFF)  

§519. Registration plates for firefighters  

1. Authority to issue special registration plate.  Upon application by an active 
firefighter whose status is certified by the fire chief, assistant fire chief or acting fire chief 

appointed or elected pursuant to Title 30-A, section 3153, the Secretary of State shall 
issue a special firefighter registration plate.  

[ 2005, c. 80, §1 (AMD) .]  
2. Registration plate design.  The Secretary of State may design a numerical 

registration plate.  
[ 1999, c. 470, §5 (AMD) .]  

3. Use of registration plate.  The registration plate may be used on only one motor 
vehicle with a registered gross weight of not more than 10,000 pounds.  

[ 2007, c. 383, §12 (AMD) .]  
4. Fee for registration plate.  An additional one-time fee of $5 is charged for a set 

of firefighter registration plates.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

5. Recall of registration plate.  Except as provided in subsection 6, when a 
firefighter ceases to be an active firefighter, the fire chief shall notify the Secretary of 

State and the Secretary of State shall recall the registration plate.  
[ 2005, c. 80, §1 (AMD) .]  

6. Retired firefighter; retention of registration plate.  Upon approval by the fire 
chief, assistant fire chief or acting fire chief, a retired firefighter may continue to use the 
registration plates issued under this section. Upon the death of the firefighter, the family 

of the firefighter may retain the registration plates but may not use them on a vehicle.  
[ 2005, c. 80, §1 (NEW) .]  

7. Firefighter vanity plates.  Effective March 1, 2006 the Secretary of State shall 
issue firefighter registration plates that are also vanity plates. Firefighter registration 

vanity plates are issued in accordance with section 453. Firefighter registration vanity 
plates may not duplicate vanity registration plates in any other class of plate.  
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Title 29-A: MOTOR VEHICLES HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); 
PT. B, §5 (AFF) 

Chapter 11: DRIVER'S LICENSE HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 
(NEW); PT. B, §5 (AFF)  

Subchapter 1: GENERAL PROVISIONS HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 
(NEW); PT. B, §5 (AFF)  

§1252. Classes  

A license is not valid for the operation of a vehicle unless a class or restriction is 
indicated on the license. [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. 
B, §5 (AFF).] 

1. Classes.  There are 3 classes of licenses as follows:  
A. A Class A license may be issued for the operation of a combination of vehicles 

with a gross vehicle weight rating or registered weight of 26,001 or more pounds, if the 
gross vehicle weight rating or gross weight of the vehicles being towed is in excess of 

10,000 pounds.  
A holder of a Class A license may, with an appropriate endorsement, operate a 

vehicle in Class B or C; [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. 
B, §5 (AFF).] 

B. A Class B license may be issued for the operation of a single motor vehicle with a 
gross vehicle weight rating or registered weight of 26,001 or more pounds or such a 

vehicle towing a vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating or gross weight not in excess 
of 10,000 pounds.  

A holder of a Class B license may, with an appropriate endorsement, operate a 
vehicle in Class C; and [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 

§5 (AFF).] 
C. A Class C license may be issued for the operation of a single vehicle or a 

combination of vehicles that does not meet the definition of Class A or Class B license.  
A holder of a Class C license may, with an appropriate endorsement, operate all 

vehicles in that class. 
A Class C license authorizes: 

(1) A full-time or volunteer member of an organized municipal, state or federal fire 
department to operate fire apparatus as described in 49 Code of Federal Regulations, 

Section 383.3 (2005);  
(2) A person to operate recreational vehicles for personal use; 

(3) A person to operate commercial motor vehicles for military purposes as required 
in 49 Code of Federal Regulations, Section 383.3 (2005); 

(4) A person to operate registered farm motor trucks bearing the letter "F" on the 
registration plate when the vehicle is: 

(a) Controlled and operated by a farmer, including operation by the farmer's 
employees or family members; 

(b) Used to transport agricultural products, farm machinery or farm supplies to or 
from a farm; 

(c) Not used in the operation of a common or contract motor carrier; and 
(d) Used within 150 miles of the registered owner's farm; 
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(5) A person, employed by a city, town, county, district or other unit of local 
government created by or pursuant to law that has a total population of 3,000 individuals 
or less, to operate a commercial motor vehicle within the boundaries of that unit of local 

government for the purpose of removing snow or ice from a roadway by plowing, 
sanding or salting, if:  

(a) The properly licensed employee who ordinarily operates a commercial motor 
vehicle for those purposes is unable to operate the vehicle; or  

(b) The employing governmental entity determines that a snow or ice emergency 
exists that requires additional assistance; or  

(6) A person to operate a truck registered as an antique automobile, regardless of 
weight or combination weight, provided the vehicle is used for noncommercial 

recreational purposes or purposes pursuant to section 101, subsection 3. [2007, c. 
383, §20 (AMD).] 

[ 2007, c. 383, §20 (AMD) .]  
2. School bus or motorcycle.  Operation of a school bus or motorcycle requires a 

special endorsement on a license.  
A nonresident school bus driver picking up and discharging school children or 

driving in conjunction with school-related activities may operate a vehicle with a 
certificate issued by the Secretary of State.  

A school bus certificate may be issued only after the applicant has successfully 
passed the required examination. 
[ 2005, c. 577, §14 (AMD) .]  

3. Mopeds and motorized scooters.  A moped or motorized scooter may not be 
operated:  

A. By a person who does not possess a valid license of any class or a license 
specially endorsed to operate a motorcycle or a moped; or [2005, c. 577, §15 

(AMD).] 
B. On an interstate highway or on a way on which a bicycle is prohibited. [1993, 

c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 
[ 2005, c. 577, §15 (AMD) .]  

4. Examination.  The Secretary of State shall examine an applicant for the class for 
which the applicant applies.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
5. Immediate examination.  An applicant for a Class A or Class B license who 

provides satisfactory evidence that an immediate examination is needed for employment 
purposes must be examined within 10 days of notification.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
6. Endorsement.  The Secretary of State shall endorse each license with its class 

and a special endorsement for specific types of vehicles.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
7. Violation.  A person commits a Class E crime if that person operates a vehicle not 

included within the class of license issued to that person.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

8. Employer's requirements.  An employer may impose more stringent or 
additional qualifications, requirements or examinations than are imposed in this section 

or may require additional certificates.  
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Title 29-A: MOTOR VEHICLES HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); 

PT. B, §5 (AFF) 
Chapter 15: INSPECTION AND REPAIR HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 

(NEW); PT. B, §5 (AFF)  
Subchapter 1: INSPECTION HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); 

PT. B, §5 (AFF)  

§1755. Inspection of fire trucks  

A fire chief, or a municipal official of a municipality without a fire chief, may contract 
with a licensed inspection station for a licensed inspection mechanic to perform an 
inspection at the location where fire trucks are customarily kept.  
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Title 29-A: MOTOR VEHICLES HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); 
PT. B, §5 (AFF) 

Chapter 17: EQUIPMENT HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); PT. 
B, §5 (AFF)  

Subchapter 1: GENERAL PROVISIONS HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 
(NEW); PT. B, §5 (AFF)  

§1919. Studded tires  

1. Prohibited May 1st to October 1st.  Except as provided in subsections 2 and 3, 
from the first day of May to the first day of October, a person may not operate a vehicle 
with tires having metal studs, wires, spikes or other metal protruding from the tire tread. 

Pneumatic tires that feature embedded blocks, studs, flanges, cleats, spikes or other 
protuberances that are retractable may be used any time of the year, except that the 

protuberances may not be engaged or extended from the first day of May to the first day 
of October.  

[ 2007, c. 525, §1 (AMD) .]  
2. Extension of use period and issuance of permit.  Extended use of studded tires 

may be permitted according to this subsection.  
A. A person may use studded tires for periods other than those specified in 

subsection 1, if the Commissioner of Transportation extends the use period or, in a 
special case, issues a permit covering stated periods of time for the use of studded tires. 

The fee for a permit may not be less than $3 and not more than $15, as determined by the 
commissioner. [2003, c. 452, Pt. Q, §24 (NEW); 2003, c. 452, Pt. X, §2 

(AFF).] 
B. A person issued a permit under paragraph A must carry the permit in an easily 

accessible place in or about the vehicle. [2003, c. 452, Pt. Q, §24 (NEW); 2003, 
c. 452, Pt. X, §2 (AFF).] 

[ 2003, c. 452, Pt. Q, §24 (NEW); 2003, c. 452, Pt. X, §2 (AFF) .]  
3. Application.  Subsection 1 does not apply to fire department vehicles or school 

buses during the months school is in regular session.  
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Title 29-A: MOTOR VEHICLES HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); 
PT. B, §5 (AFF) 

Chapter 17: EQUIPMENT HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); PT. 
B, §5 (AFF)  

Subchapter 2: TRUCKS HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); PT. B, 
§5 (AFF)  

§1953. Splash guards  

1. Required.  A truck, truck tractor, trailer and semitrailer must be equipped with 
suitable guards that will effectively reduce the spray or splash of mud, water or slush 

caused by the rear wheels.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

2. Exception.  Splash guards are not required for:  
A. A truck with a registered gross vehicle weight of 6,000 pounds or less; [1995, 

c. 584, Pt. A, §3 (AMD).] 
B. A dump truck:  

(1) While being operated on construction or reconstruction projects in a construction 
area established by the Department of Transportation; and  

(2) On a public way between the project and a pit or quarry where materials are 
being obtained when the pit or quarry is within 7 miles of the construction area; [1993, 

c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 
C. A truck tractor when not hauling a trailer or semitrailer; [1993, c. 683, Pt. 

A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 
D. A fire department vehicle; [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 

683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 
E. A motor vehicle equipped with fenders; or [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 

(NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 
F. A truck with a stake body that extends not less than 6 feet beyond the rear axle 

and that is registered under section 505.  
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Title 29-A: MOTOR VEHICLES HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); 
PT. B, §5 (AFF) 

Chapter 19: OPERATION HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); PT. 
B, §5 (AFF)  

Subchapter 1: RULES OF THE ROAD HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 
(NEW); PT. B, §5 (AFF)  

§2052. Divided highways  

1. Divider defined.  For purposes of this section, a "divider" means an intervening 
space, a physical barrier or a clearly indicated dividing space dividing 2 ways and 

constructed to impede vehicular traffic over it.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

2. Drive on right-hand way.  When a public way has a divider, a vehicle may be 
driven only on the right-hand way.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
3. Crossing.  An operator may not drive a vehicle over, across or within a divider, or 

an opening or crossover of a divider.  
[ 2003, c. 452, Pt. Q, §29 (AMD); 2003, c. 452, Pt. X, §2 (AFF) .]  

3-A. Divider sign restrictions.  An operator may not disobey the restrictions on 
official signs at an opening or crossover of a divider.  

[ 2003, c. 452, Pt. Q, §30 (NEW); 2003, c. 452, Pt. X, §2 (AFF) .]  
4. Limited access.  An operator may not drive a vehicle onto or from a limited-

access way except at established entrances and exits.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

5. Limiting use.  The Department of Transportation or a municipality, with respect 
to a way under that authority's jurisdiction, may prohibit the use of a way by:  
A. Pedestrians; or [2003, c. 452, Pt. Q, §31 (NEW); 2003, c. 452, Pt. 

X, §2 (AFF).] 
B. Bicycles, roller skis or other nonmotorized traffic, scooters, motorized bicycles or 

tricycles or motorized scooters. [2009, c. 484, §2 (AMD).] 
[ 2009, c. 484, §2 (AMD) .]  

5-A. Limiting use sign restrictions.  On limiting the use of a way, the authority 
shall erect and maintain official signs stating the prohibition. A person may not disobey 

the restrictions stated on those signs.  
[ 2003, c. 452, Pt. Q, §32 (NEW); 2003, c. 452, Pt. X, §2 (AFF) .]  

6. Ways with speed limit of 65 miles per hour.  An operator driving on a limited-
access way with a speed limit of 65 miles per hour is restricted in ordinary operation to 

the right-hand lane and may use adjacent lanes for overtaking and passing another 
vehicle, but must return to the right-hand lane at the earliest opportunity. This 

requirement does not apply to an authorized emergency vehicle, or to a vehicle otherwise 
directed by posted signs, a law enforcement officer or a highway maintenance crew.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

7. Backing.  An operator may not drive a vehicle in reverse or back a vehicle on a 
limited-access way or on an entrance or exit of a limited-access way.  

[ 1995, c. 247, §3 (NEW) .]  
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8. Breakdown lanes.  The operator of a vehicle may not overtake another vehicle on 
a limited-access way by driving on the shoulder or in the breakdown lane located on the 

right or the left of the travel lanes.  



30 

Title 29-A: MOTOR VEHICLES HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); 
PT. B, §5 (AFF) 

Chapter 19: OPERATION HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); PT. 
B, §5 (AFF)  

Subchapter 1: RULES OF THE ROAD HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 
(NEW); PT. B, §5 (AFF)  

§2054. Emergency and auxiliary lights; sirens; privileges  

(CONFLICT) 
1. Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the 

following terms have the following meanings.  
A. "Ambulance" means any vehicle designed, constructed and routinely used or 

intended to be used for the transportation of ill or injured persons and licensed by Maine 
Emergency Medical Services pursuant to Title 32, chapter 2-B. [1993, c. 683, Pt. 

A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 
B. (CONFLICT: Text as amended by PL 2009, c. 317, Pt. F, §1) "Authorized 

emergency vehicle" means any one of the following vehicles:  
(1) An ambulance; 

(2) A Baxter State Park Authority vehicle operated by a Baxter State Park ranger; 
(3) A Bureau of Marine Patrol vehicle operated by a coastal warden; 

(4) A Department of Conservation vehicle operated by a forest ranger; 
(5) A Department of Conservation vehicle used for forest fire control; 

(6) A Department of Corrections vehicle used for responding to the escape of or 
performing the high-security transfer of a prisoner, juvenile client or juvenile detainee;  

(7) A Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife vehicle operated by a warden; 
(8) A Department of Public Safety vehicle operated by a police officer appointed 

pursuant to Title 25, section 2908, a state fire investigator or a Maine Drug Enforcement 
Agency officer; 

(9) An emergency medical service vehicle; 
(10) A fire department vehicle; 

(11) A hazardous material response vehicle, including a vehicle designed to respond 
to a weapon of mass destruction; 

(12) A railroad police vehicle; 
(13) A sheriff's department vehicle; 

(14) A State Police or municipal police department vehicle; 
(15) A vehicle operated by a chief of police, a sheriff or a deputy sheriff when 

authorized by the sheriff; 
(16) A vehicle operated by a municipal fire inspector, a municipal fire chief, an 

assistant or deputy chief or a town forest fire warden;  
(17) A vehicle operated by a qualified deputy sheriff or other qualified individual to 

perform court security-related functions and services as authorized by the State Court 
Administrator pursuant to Title 4, section 17, subsection 15;  

(18) A Federal Government vehicle operated by a federal law enforcement officer;  
(19) A vehicle operated by a municipal rescue chief, deputy chief or assistant chief; 
(20) An Office of the Attorney General vehicle operated by a detective appointed 

pursuant to Title 5, section 202; and 
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(21) A Department of the Secretary of State vehicle operated by a motor vehicle 
investigator. [2009, c. 317, Pt. F, §1 (AMD).] 

B. (CONFLICT: Text as amended by PL 2009, c. 421, §4) "Authorized emergency 
vehicle" means any one of the following vehicles:  

(1) An ambulance; 
(2) A Baxter State Park Authority vehicle operated by a Baxter State Park ranger; 

(3) A Bureau of Marine Patrol vehicle operated by a coastal warden; 
(4) A Department of Conservation vehicle operated by a forest ranger; 
(5) A Department of Conservation vehicle used for forest fire control; 

(6) A Department of Corrections vehicle used for responding to the escape of or 
performing the high-security transfer of a prisoner, juvenile client or juvenile detainee;  

(7) A Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife vehicle operated by a warden; 
(8) A Department of Public Safety vehicle operated by a capital security officer 

appointed pursuant to Title 25, section 2908, a state fire investigator or a Maine Drug 
Enforcement Agency officer;  

(9) An emergency medical service vehicle; 
(10) A fire department vehicle; 

(11) A hazardous material response vehicle, including a vehicle designed to respond 
to a weapon of mass destruction; 

(12) A railroad police vehicle; 
(13) A sheriff's department vehicle; 

(14) A State Police or municipal police department vehicle; 
(15) A vehicle operated by a chief of police, a sheriff or a deputy sheriff when 

authorized by the sheriff; 
(16) A vehicle operated by a municipal fire inspector, a municipal fire chief, an 

assistant or deputy chief or a town forest fire warden;  
(17) A vehicle operated by a qualified deputy sheriff or other qualified individual to 

perform court security-related functions and services as authorized by the State Court 
Administrator pursuant to Title 4, section 17, subsection 15;  

(18) A Federal Government vehicle operated by a federal law enforcement officer;  
(19) A vehicle operated by a municipal rescue chief, deputy chief or assistant chief; 
(20) An Office of the Attorney General vehicle operated by a detective appointed 

pursuant to Title 5, section 202;  
(21) A Department of the Secretary of State vehicle operated by a motor vehicle 

investigator; and 
(22) A University of Maine System vehicle operated by a University of Maine 

System police officer. [2009, c. 421, §4 (AMD).] 
C. "Auxiliary light" means a light, other than standard equipment lighting such as 

headlights, taillights, directional signals, brake lights, clearance lights, parking lights and 
license plate lights, that is displayed on a vehicle and used to increase the operator's 

visibility of the road or the visibility of the vehicle to other operators and pedestrians. 
[1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 
D. "Emergency light" means an auxiliary light displayed and used on an authorized 

emergency vehicle to distinguish it and make it recognizable as an authorized emergency 
vehicle. [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 

E. "Emergency medical service vehicle" means a vehicle equipped and used to 
transport emergency medical personnel or equipment to ill or injured persons and 
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authorized by Maine Emergency Medical Services. [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 
(NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 

E-1. "Fire department vehicle" means a vehicle owned by, registered to and 
maintained by a governmental agency or political subdivision that is equipped and used 
primarily for response to a fire or emergency situation. [2007, c. 348, §19 (NEW).] 

F. "Fire vehicle" means any vehicle listed under paragraph B, subparagraph (5) or 
(16). [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 

G. "Hazardous material response vehicle" means a vehicle equipped for and used in 
response to reports of emergencies resulting from actual or potential releases, spills or 
leaks of, or other exposure to, hazardous substances that is authorized by a mutual aid 
agreement pursuant to Title 37-B, section 795, subsection 3 and approved by the local 
emergency planning committee or committees whose jurisdiction includes the area in 

which the vehicle operates. [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. 
B, §5 (AFF).] 

H. "Highway maintenance vehicle" means a vehicle used to maintain the highways, 
including, but not limited to, a plow, grader, sand truck, sweeper and tar truck. [1993, 

c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 
I. "Police vehicle" means any vehicle listed under paragraph B, subparagraph (2), 

(3), (4), (7), (8), (12), (13), (14) or (18). [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, 
c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 

J. "Rescue vehicle" means any vehicle listed under paragraph B, subparagraph (19). 
[2005, c. 14, §2 (NEW).] 

[ 2009, c. 317, Pt. F, §1 (AMD); 2009, c. 421, §4 (AMD) .]  
2. Authorized lights.  Authorized lights are governed as follows.  

A. Only an ambulance; an emergency medical service vehicle; a fire department 
vehicle; a police vehicle; a Department of Conservation vehicle used for forest fire 

control; a Department of Corrections vehicle as described in subsection 1, paragraph B, 
subparagraph (6); and a highway maintenance vehicle may be equipped with a device 

that provides for alternate flashing of the vehicle's headlights. [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, 
§2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 

B. Only a police vehicle may be equipped with a device that provides for alternate 
flashing of the vehicle's brake or rear directional lights and back-up lights or strobe lights 

behind the rear brake lenses. [1995, c. 247, §4 (AMD).] 
C. The use of amber lights on vehicles is governed by the following.  

(1) A vehicle engaged in highway maintenance or in emergency rescue operations 
by civil defense and public safety agencies and a public utility emergency service vehicle 

may be equipped with auxiliary lights that emit an amber light.  
(2) A wrecker must be equipped with a flashing light mounted on top of the vehicle 

in such a manner as to emit an amber light over a 360` angle. The light must be in use on 
a public way or a place where public traffic may reasonably be anticipated when 

servicing, freeing, loading, unloading or towing a vehicle.  
(3) A vehicle engaged in snow removal or sanding operations on a public way must 

be equipped with and display an auxiliary light that provides visible light coverage over a 
360` range. The light must emit an amber beam of light and be equipped with a blinking 
or strobe light function and have sufficient intensity to be visible at 500 feet in normal 

daylight. When the left wing of a plow is in operation and extends over the center of the 
road, an auxiliary light must show the extreme end of the left wing. That light may be 
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attached to the vehicle so that the beam of light points at the left wing. The light 
illuminating the left wing may be controlled by a separate switch or by the regular 

lighting system and must be in operation at all times when the vehicle is used for plowing 
snow on public ways.  

(4) A vehicle equipped and used for plowing snow on other than public ways may 
be equipped with an auxiliary rotary flashing light that must be mounted on top of the 
vehicle in such a manner as to emit an amber beam of light over a 360` angle, or an 

amber strobe, or combination of strobes, that emits at a minimum a beam of 50 
candlepower and provides visible light coverage over a 360` range. The light may be in 
use on a public way only when the vehicle is entering the public way in the course of 

plowing private driveways and other off-highway locations.  
(5) A rural mail vehicle may be equipped with auxiliary lights. 

(a) The lights used to the front must be white or amber, or any shade between white 
and amber. 

(b) The lights used to the rear must be amber or red, or any shade between amber 
and red. 

(c) The lights, whether used to the front or rear, must be mounted at the same level 
and as widely spaced laterally as possible. 

(d) The lights, whether used to the front or rear, must flash simultaneously. 
(e) The lights must be visible from a distance of at least 500 feet in normal daylight. 

(6) A vehicle used or provided by a contract security company to assist in traffic 
control and direction at construction or maintenance sites on a public way may be 

equipped with amber auxiliary lights.  
(7) A Department of Public Safety vehicle operated by a motor carrier inspector or 

motor vehicle inspector may be equipped with auxiliary lights that emit an amber light. 
(8) A vehicle used by an animal control officer appointed pursuant to Title 7, section 

3947 may be equipped with auxiliary lights that emit a flashing amber light.  
(9) A refuse, garbage or trash business vehicle used by an individual to transport 

refuse, garbage and trash may be equipped with auxiliary lights that emit a flashing 
amber light.  

(10) A vehicle used by an individual to transport and deliver newspapers may be 
equipped with auxiliary lights that emit a flashing amber light. [2009, c. 251, §10 

(AMD).] 
D. Except as provided in this paragraph, a vehicle may not be equipped with or 

display a blue light.  
(1) Emergency lights used on the following vehicles must emit a blue light or a 

combination of blue and white light: a police vehicle; a Department of Corrections 
vehicle as described in subsection 1, paragraph B, subparagraph (6); a vehicle operated 
by a chief of police, a sheriff or a deputy sheriff; and a vehicle operated by a qualified 
deputy sheriff or other qualified individual performing court security-related functions 

and services.  
(2) Emergency lights used on an ambulance, an emergency medical service vehicle, 

a fire department vehicle or a hazardous material response vehicle may include one blue 
light mounted facing toward the rear of the vehicle so that the light is primarily visible to 

approaching traffic from the rear only.  
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(3) The taillight of a vehicle, or replica of a vehicle, manufactured prior to 1952 and 
registered under section 457, may contain a blue or purple insert of not more than one 

inch in diameter.  
(4) Blue interior auxiliary lighting or dash lighting may be used on any vehicle if no 

portion of the beam of light is visible at a height of 42 inches above a surface parallel 
with the level surface on which the vehicle stands at a distance of 20 feet from any part of 

the vehicle. [2005, c. 183, §2 (AMD).] 
E. [2003, c. 340, §7 (RP).] 

F. Only vehicles listed in this paragraph, rural mail vehicles as provided in 
paragraph C, subparagraph (5) and school buses may be equipped with, display or use a 

red auxiliary or emergency light.  
(1) Emergency lights used on an ambulance, an emergency medical service vehicle, 

a fire department vehicle, a fire vehicle, a rescue vehicle or a hazardous material response 
vehicle must emit a red light or a combination of red and white light.  

(2) The municipal officers or a municipal official designated by the municipal 
officers, with the approval of the fire chief, may authorize an active member of a 

municipal or volunteer fire department to use one red or combination red and white 
flashing auxiliary light mounted as near as practicable above the front registration plate 
on the front of the vehicle, behind the rearview mirror or on the dashboard or 2 flashing 

red or combination red and white auxiliary lights mounted on the front of the vehicle 
above the front bumper and below the hood. The light or lights may be displayed but may 
be used only while the member is en route to or at the scene of a fire or other emergency. 
A light mounted on the dashboard or behind the rearview mirror must be shielded so that 

the emitted light does not interfere with the operator's vision. The use of lights may be 
revoked at any time by the fire chief.  

(3) Members of an emergency medical service licensed by Maine Emergency 
Medical Services may display and use on a vehicle red or red and white combination 

flashing auxiliary lights of the same proportion, in the same location and under the same 
conditions as those permitted municipal and volunteer firefighters, when authorized by 
the chief official of the emergency medical service. The use of lights may be revoked at 
any time by the chief official of the emergency medical service. [2005, c. 299, §1 

(AMD).] 
G. A vehicle may be equipped with a spotlight. Only spotlights on authorized 

emergency vehicles, highway maintenance vehicles and public utility vehicles may be 
used on a public way, except any vehicle may use a spotlight in cases of necessity when 

other lights required by law fail to operate. [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 
1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 

H. A vehicle in a funeral procession may be equipped with a flashing light. The light 
must emit a yellow beam of light. The light may not be more than 5 inches in diameter 

and must be placed on the dashboard. The light must be shielded so that the emitted light 
does not interfere with the operator's vision. The flashing light may be used only when 
the vehicle is used in a funeral procession. In addition, a vehicle operated by a licensed 
funeral home and used as a lead vehicle in a funeral procession may use a device that 

provides for a white flashing strobe light in the front grille. [2007, c. 62, §1 
(AMD).] 

[ 2009, c. 251, §10 (AMD) .]  
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3. Sirens.  A bell or siren may not be installed or used on any vehicle, except an 
authorized emergency vehicle.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
4. Right-of-way.  An authorized emergency vehicle operated in response to, but not 

returning from, a call or fire alarm or operated in pursuit of an actual or suspected 
violator of the law has the right-of-way when emitting a visual signal using an emergency 
light and an audible signal using a bell or siren. On the approach of any such vehicle, the 
operator of every other vehicle shall immediately draw that vehicle as near as practicable 
to the right-hand curb, parallel to the curb and clear of any intersection and bring it to a 

standstill until the authorized emergency vehicle has passed. A violation of this 
subsection is a Class E crime that, notwithstanding Title 17-A, section 1301, is 

punishable by a minimum fine of $250 for the first offense and for a 2nd offense 
occurring within 3 years of the first offense a mandatory 30-day suspension of a driver's 

license.  
[ 1997, c. 162, §1 (AMD) .]  

4-A. Registered owner's liability for vehicle failing to yield right-of-way.  A 
person who is a registered owner of a vehicle at the time that vehicle is involved in a 

violation of subsection 4 commits a traffic infraction unless a defense applies pursuant to 
paragraph D. For purposes of this subsection, "registered owner" includes a person issued 

a dealer or transporter registration plate.  
A. The operator of an authorized emergency vehicle who observes a violation of 

subsection 4 may report the violation to a law enforcement officer. If a report is made, the 
operator shall report the time and the location of the violation and the registration plate 

number and a description of the vehicle involved. The officer shall initiate an 
investigation of the reported violation and, if possible, contact the registered owner of the 

motor vehicle involved and request that the registered owner supply information 
identifying the operator of the registered owner's motor vehicle. [1997, c. 162, §2 

(NEW).] 
B. The investigating officer may cause the registered owner of the vehicle to be 

served with a summons for a violation of this subsection. [1997, c. 162, §2 (NEW).] 
C. Except as provided in paragraph D, it is not a defense to a violation of this 

subsection that a registered owner was not operating the vehicle at the time of the 
violation. [1997, c. 162, §2 (NEW).] 

D. The following are defenses to a violation of this subsection.  
(1) If a person other than the registered owner is operating the vehicle at the time of 

the violation of subsection 4 and is convicted of that violation, the registered owner may 
not be found in violation of this subsection.  

(2) If the registered owner is a lessor of vehicles and at the time of the violation the 
vehicle was in the possession of a lessee and the lessor provides the investigation officer 
with a copy of the lease agreement containing the information required by section 254, 

the lessee, not the lessor, may be charged under this subsection.  
(3) If the vehicle is operated using a dealer or transporter registration plate and at the 

time of the violation the vehicle was operated by any person other than the dealer or 
transporter and if the dealer or transporter provides the investigating officer with the 
name and address of the person who had control over the vehicle at the time of the 

violation, that person, not the dealer or transporter, may be charged under this subsection.  
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(4) If a report that the vehicle was stolen is given to a law enforcement officer or 
agency before the violation occurs or within a reasonable time after the violation occurs 
and an investigation determines the vehicle was stolen, the registered owner may not be 

charged under this subsection. [1997, c. 162, §2 (NEW).] 
[ 1997, c. 162, §2 (NEW) .]  

5. Exercise of privileges.  The operator of an authorized emergency vehicle when 
responding to, but not upon returning from, an emergency call or fire alarm or when in 

pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the law may exercise the privileges set forth 
in this subsection. The operator of an authorized emergency vehicle may:  

A. Park or stand, notwithstanding the provisions of this chapter; [1993, c. 683, 
Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 

B. Proceed past a red signal, stop signal or stop sign, but only after slowing down as 
necessary for safe operation; [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, 

Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 
C. Exceed the maximum speed limits as long as life or property is not endangered, 

except that capital security officers and employees of the Department of Corrections may 
not exercise this privilege; [2001, c. 360, §7 (AMD).] 

D. Disregard regulations governing direction of movement or turning in specified 
directions; and [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 

(AFF).] 
E. Proceed with caution past a stopped school bus that has red lights flashing only:  

(1) After coming to a complete stop; and 
(2) When signaled by the school bus operator to proceed. [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, 

§2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 
Nothing in this subsection prohibits the operator of an authorized emergency vehicle 

from activating emergency lights for the limited purpose of warning motorists when 
entering or exiting structures designed to house the emergency vehicles.  

[ 2003, c. 633, §5 (AMD) .]  
6. Emergency lights and audible signals.  The operator of an authorized 

emergency vehicle who is exercising the privileges granted under subsection 5 shall use 
an emergency light authorized by subsection 2. The operator of an authorized emergency 
vehicle who is exercising the privileges granted under subsection 5, paragraphs B, C, D 

and E shall sound a bell or siren when reasonably necessary to warn pedestrians and other 
operators of the emergency vehicle's approach.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
7. Duty to drive with due regard for safety.  Subsections 4, 5 and 6 do not relieve 

the operator of an authorized emergency vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard 
for the safety of all persons, nor do those subsections protect the operator from the 

consequences of the operator's reckless disregard for the safety of others.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

8. Standards for lights on highway maintenance vehicles.  The Commissioner of 
Transportation, with the consent of the Chief of the State Police, shall adopt standards 

and specifications for headlights, clearance lights, identification lights and other lights on 
highway maintenance vehicles. These standards must include prescribed usage for the 
various lights when a highway maintenance vehicle is in operation. The standards and 

specifications adopted pursuant to this section must correspond to and so far as practical 
conform with those approved by the national association of state highway officials. The 

standards and specifications adopted pursuant to this section are in addition to and do not 
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supersede the lighting requirements established in subsections 1 to 7 and sections 1904 to 
1909.  

Highway maintenance vehicles owned by a municipality or performing maintenance 
under contract to a municipality must meet the lighting requirements established in 

subsections 1 to 7 and sections 1904 to 1909. A municipality may adopt the standards and 
specifications developed in accordance with this subsection.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
9. Stationary vehicles.  The operator of a vehicle passing a stationary authorized 

emergency vehicle using an emergency light or a stationary wrecker using its authorized 
lights, with due regard to the safety and traffic conditions, shall:  

A. Pass in a lane not adjacent to that of the authorized emergency vehicle or 
wrecker, if possible; or [2007, c. 348, §20 (AMD).] 

B. If passing in a nonadjacent lane is impossible or unsafe, pass the emergency 
vehicle or wrecker at a careful and prudent speed reasonable for passing the authorized 

emergency vehicle or wrecker safely. [2007, c. 348, §20 (AMD).] 
A violation of this subsection is a traffic infraction for which a minimum fine of 

$250 must be adjudged. 
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Title 29-A: MOTOR VEHICLES HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); 

PT. B, §5 (AFF) 
Chapter 19: OPERATION HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); PT. 

B, §5 (AFF)  
Subchapter 1: RULES OF THE ROAD HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 

(NEW); PT. B, §5 (AFF)  

§2057-A. Preemptive traffic light devices prohibited  

1. Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the 
following terms have the following meanings.  

A. "Lighted traffic control device" means a traffic control device conforming to the 
requirements of section 2057, subsection 1. [2003, c. 633, §6 (NEW).] 

B. "Preemptive traffic light device" means a device capable of altering or 
interrupting the normal cycle of a lighted traffic control device or equipment associated 
with the functionality of a lighted traffic control device. [2003, c. 633, §6 (NEW).] 

[ 2003, c. 633, §6 (NEW) .]  
2. Violation.  A person commits a Class E crime if that person possesses a 

preemptive traffic light device or operates or allows the operation of a motor vehicle, 
vehicle, motorized wheelchair, electric personal mobility device, scooter or bicycle 

equipped with a preemptive traffic light device.  
[ 2003, c. 633, §6 (NEW) .]  

3. Exemptions.  This section does not apply to:  
A. An authorized emergency vehicle maintained by a municipality, county or state 

agency or an ambulance or emergency medical services vehicle as defined in section 
2054, subsection 1; [2003, c. 633, §6 (NEW).] 

B. Transit route buses engaged in the transportation of passengers and maintained by 
or contracted to a municipal, county or state agency; or [2003, c. 633, §6 (NEW).] 

C. A vehicle used by the Department of Transportation for the purpose of installing, 
maintaining or testing a lighted traffic control device. [2003, c. 633, §6 (NEW).] 
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Title 29-A: MOTOR VEHICLES HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); 
PT. B, §5 (AFF) 

Chapter 19: OPERATION HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); PT. 
B, §5 (AFF)  

Subchapter 1: RULES OF THE ROAD HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 
(NEW); PT. B, §5 (AFF)  

§2065. Driving over fire hose  

An operator of a motor vehicle may not drive over an unprotected hose of a fire 
department laid down on a way for a fire or alarm without the consent of the police or fire 
department official in command.  
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Title 29-A: MOTOR VEHICLES HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); 
PT. B, §5 (AFF) 

Chapter 19: OPERATION HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); PT. 
B, §5 (AFF)  

Subchapter 1: RULES OF THE ROAD HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 
(NEW); PT. B, §5 (AFF)  

§2066. Following too closely  

1. Prohibition.  An operator of a vehicle may not follow another vehicle more 
closely than is reasonable and prudent, having due regard for the speed of the vehicles, 

the traffic and the condition of the way.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
2. Vehicles towing other vehicles.  An operator of a vehicle towing another vehicle, 

when traveling outside of a business or residential district and following a vehicle towing 
another vehicle and when conditions permit, shall leave sufficient space so that an 

overtaking vehicle may enter the space between the 2 vehicles without danger. This 
subsection does not prohibit a motor vehicle towing another vehicle from overtaking and 

passing another vehicle.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

3. Motorcades.  Motor vehicles being driven outside of a business or residential 
district in a caravan or motorcade must be operated as to allow sufficient space between 

vehicles so that an overtaking vehicle may enter the space between vehicles without 
danger. This subsection does not apply to funeral processions.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
4. Trucks.  A truck operator, when traveling outside of a business or residential 

district, may not follow within 150 feet of another truck. This subsection does not 
prohibit one truck overtaking or passing another.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
5. Following fire apparatus; other emergency vehicles.  An operator may not 

follow within 500 feet of fire apparatus traveling in response to a fire alarm or within 150 
feet of any other authorized emergency vehicle as defined in section 2054, subsection 1, 
paragraph B that is using an emergency light as defined in section 2054, subsection 1, 

paragraph D.  



41 

  
Title 29-A: MOTOR VEHICLES HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); 

PT. B, §5 (AFF) 
Chapter 19: OPERATION HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); PT. 

B, §5 (AFF)  
Subchapter 1: RULES OF THE ROAD HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 

(NEW); PT. B, §5 (AFF)  

§2068. Parking  

1. On ways.  The following provisions apply to parking on public ways.  
A. A person may not park a vehicle, whether attended or unattended, on the traveled 

portion of a public way outside of a business or residence district when it is practicable to 
park off of the way. [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 

(AFF).] 
B. A person may not park a vehicle on a public way unless:  

(1) A clear and unobstructed width of at least 10 feet is left for free passage of other 
vehicles on the way; and 

(2) An approaching vehicle has a clear view of the way for 300 feet beyond the 
parked vehicle, before approaching within 200 feet of it. [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 

(NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 
B-1. A person may not park a vehicle on the following portions of a public way that 

are included in a limited-access highway:  
(1) On a traffic lane, deceleration lane, acceleration lane or on a bridge; or 

(2) On the shoulder to the left of the traffic lanes. [1997, c. 653, §10 (NEW).] 
C. The Department of Transportation may place signs prohibiting or restricting the 

stopping, standing or parking of vehicles on a public way or within 10 feet of the traveled 
portion of a way or on property under its jurisdiction, where stopping, standing or parking 
is dangerous to those using the way or would unduly interfere with the free movement of 
traffic. [2003, c. 452, Pt. Q, §44 (AMD); 2003, c. 452, Pt. X, §2 (AFF).] 

C-1. An operator may not stop, stand or park a vehicle in violation of the restriction 
on a sign under paragraph C. [2003, c. 452, Pt. Q, §45 (NEW); 2003, c. 452, 

Pt. X, §2 (AFF).] 
D. This subsection does not apply to a vehicle that is:  

(1) Disabled to the extent that it is impossible to avoid stopping and temporarily 
leaving the vehicle; or 

(2) Employed in construction, maintenance or repair of pipes and wires of a public 
utility in, on, along, over, across and under a public way. [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 

(NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 
[ 2003, c. 452, Pt. Q, §§44, 45 (AMD); 2003, c. 452, Pt. X, §2 (AFF) .]  

2. Brakes set.  An operator may not allow a motor vehicle to stand on a public way 
and remain unattended without effectively setting its brakes.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
3. Moving parked vehicle.  A person may not move a vehicle that is stopped, 

standing or parked on a public way until movement can be made with reasonable safety.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
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4. Opening and closing doors.  A person may not open the door of a motor vehicle 
on the side of moving traffic unless opening the door is reasonably safe to do and can be 

done without interfering with the movement of traffic.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

5. Open doors.  A person may not leave a door of a vehicle open on the side of 
moving traffic for a period of time longer than necessary to load or unload passengers.  
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Title 29-A: MOTOR VEHICLES HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, 
PT. A, §2 (NEW); PT. B, §5 (AFF) 

Chapter 19: OPERATION HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 
(NEW); PT. B, §5 (AFF)  

Subchapter 1: RULES OF THE ROAD HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, 
PT. A, §2 (NEW); PT. B, §5 (AFF)  

§2074. Rates of speed  

An operator shall operate a vehicle at a careful and prudent speed not greater than is 
reasonable and proper having due regard to the traffic, surface and width of the way and 
of other conditions then existing. [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 
683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 

1. Rates of speed.  Except when conditions or other regulations require a lower 
speed, the following are maximum rates of speed:  

A. Fifteen miles per hour when traveling in a school zone:  
(1) During recess; 
(2) When children are going to or leaving school during school opening or closing 

hours. For purposes of this paragraph, school opening and closing hours are 1/2 hour 
before and 1/2 hour after the beginning of the school day and 1/2 hour before and 1/2 
hour after the end of the school day;  

(3) When school speed limit signs are flashing during school opening or closing 
hours; or 

(4) At other times designated by a municipal traffic ordinance that regulates town 
ways that are classified as local by the Department of Transportation in accordance with 
the federal functional classification system. [2001, c. 145, §3 (RPR).] 

B. Fifteen miles per hour when approaching within 50 feet and in traversing an 
intersection when the operator's view is obstructed except when preference is given to 
through movement of traffic in one direction by "stop" signs or other traffic control 
devices or by direction of a law enforcement officer. An operator's view is considered 
obstructed when at any time during the last 50 feet of an approach to an intersection there 
is not a clear and uninterrupted view of the intersection and of the traffic on all ways 
entering the intersection for a distance of 200 feet from it; [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 
(NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 

C. Twenty-five miles per hour in a business or residential district or built-up portion 
unless otherwise posted; [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. 
B, §5 (AFF).] 

D. Forty-five miles per hour on all other public ways unless otherwise posted; and 
[2005, c. 577, §30 (AMD).] 

E. On ways with a higher maximum speed limit, 45 miles per hour for a school bus 
transporting pupils to and from school. At all other times, a school bus may not exceed 55 
miles per hour, except that on an interstate highway, as defined in Title 23, section 1903, 
subsection 3, and on the turnpike, as defined in Title 23, section 1964, subsection 9, a 
school bus may not exceed the posted speed limit. [2009, c. 9, §1 (AMD).] 

F. [2005, c. 577, §31 (RP).] 
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[ 2009, c. 9, §1 (AMD) .]  
1-A. Emergency zone.  A person shall operate a vehicle at a careful and prudent 

speed not greater than is reasonable and proper when approaching or passing through an 
emergency zone, having due regard for the safety of any individual present in the 
emergency zone and the physical characteristics of the emergency zone.  

For purposes of this subsection, "emergency zone" means any portion of a way 
where at least one stationary ambulance or emergency medical service, fire department, 
hazardous material response or police vehicle is located with emergency lights in use for 
the purpose of rendering medical assistance or responding to an event when the situation 
presents a risk of harm to a person using the way or an area immediately adjacent to the 
way. An emergency zone may be identified by any method reasonably visible to an 
approaching operator, including, but not limited to, vehicle emergency lights, signs, 
traffic cones, flaggers or mobile lighting.  

A person who violates this subsection commits a traffic infraction punishable by a 
fine of not less than $250. 
[ 2009, c. 554, §1 (NEW) .]  

2. Compact areas.  The compact or built-up portion of a municipality is the territory 
contiguous to a way that is built up with structures situated less than 150 feet apart for a 
distance of at least 1/4 of a mile. Municipal officers may designate a compact or built-up 
portion by appropriate signs.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

3. Criminal offense.  A person commits a Class E crime if that person operates a 
motor vehicle at a speed that exceeds the maximum rate of speed by 30 miles per hour or 
more.  

The complaint for a violation of a speed limit must specify the speed at which the 
defendant is alleged to have operated a motor vehicle.  
[ 1995, c. 584, Pt. B, §8 (AMD) .]  

3-A. Minimum fine.  A person who operates a motor vehicle on the Maine 
Turnpike or the Interstate Highway System at a speed that exceeds the posted speed of 65 
miles per hour by less than 30 miles per hour commits a traffic infraction punishable by a 
fine of not less than $50.  
[ 1995, c. 584, Pt. B, §9 (NEW) .]  

3-B. Fine doubled.  The penalty for a violation of subsection 1, paragraph A is 
twice the amount of the fine designated in accordance with Title 4, section 164, 
subsection 12 for a speeding violation under section 2073 involving a similar excessive 
rate of speed.  
[ 1999, c. 308, §1 (NEW) .]  

4. Exception.  This section does not apply to the operation of a vehicle:  
A. In racing events and exhibitions at which the public does not have access to the 

operating area; or [1995, c. 65, Pt. A, §106 (NEW); 1995, c. 65, Pt. A, 
§153 (AFF); 1995, c. 65, Pt. C, §15 (AFF).] 

B. On private land to which the public does not have access when used by or with 
authorization of the landowner. [1995, c. 65, Pt. A, §106 (NEW); 1995, c. 65, 
Pt. A, §153 (AFF); 1995, c. 65, Pt. C, §15 (AFF).] 
[ 1995, c. 65, Pt. A, §106 (NEW); 1995, c. 65, Pt. A, §153 (AFF); 1995, 
c. 65, Pt. C, §15 (AFF) .]  
SECTION HISTORY  
1993, c. 683, §A2 (NEW). 1993, c. 683, §B5 (AFF). 1995, c. 65, 
§§A153,C15 (AFF). 1995, c. 65, §A106 (AMD). 1995, c. 584, §§B8,9 (AMD). 
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1999, c. 308, §1 (AMD). 2001, c. 145, §3 (AMD). 2005, c. 577, §§30,31 
(AMD). 2009, c. 9, §1 (AMD). 2009, c. 554, §1 (AMD).  
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Title 29-A: MOTOR VEHICLES HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); 

PT. B, §5 (AFF) 
Chapter 19: OPERATION HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); PT. 

B, §5 (AFF)  
Subchapter 1: RULES OF THE ROAD HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 

(NEW); PT. B, §5 (AFF)  

§2078. Emergency rule  

For public safety or convenience, during a fire, accident, emergency or special event, a 
law enforcement officer may temporarily close a way to vehicular traffic or to vehicles of 
a certain description, or divert pedestrian or vehicular traffic. [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, 
§2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 

An operator or pedestrian commits a Class E crime if that operator or pedestrian refuses 
to follow the directions for the movement of vehicles or pedestrians on request or signal 
of a law enforcement officer or if the operator or pedestrian knowingly refuses to follow 
the direction of a sign clearly posted by a law enforcement officer to temporarily close a 
way to vehicular traffic or to vehicles of a certain description or to divert pedestrian or 
vehicular traffic during a fire, accident, emergency or special event. For the purposes of 
this section, a posted sign must include language sufficiently describing the restriction or 
prohibition and must include the fact that a violation is a Class E crime. [2009, c. 
251, §11 (AMD).] 
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Title 29-A: MOTOR VEHICLES HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); 
PT. B, §5 (AFF) 

Chapter 19: OPERATION HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); PT. 
B, §5 (AFF)  

Subchapter 1: RULES OF THE ROAD HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 
(NEW); PT. B, §5 (AFF)  

§2081. Use of safety seat belts  

1. Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the 
following terms have the following meanings.  

A. "Child safety seat" means a child safety seat that meets the standards described in 
the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards. [2001, c. 585, §1 (NEW); 2001, c. 

585, §6 (AFF).] 
B. "Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards" means the standards described in 49 

Code of Federal Regulations, Part 571, in effect on January 1, 1981, as subsequently 
amended. [2001, c. 585, §1 (NEW); 2001, c. 585, §6 (AFF).] 

C. "Federally approved child restraint system" means a child safety restraint that is 
intended to be used as crash protection in vehicles and that meets the requirements of the 
Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 213. [2003, c. 380, §1 (AMD); 2003, c. 

380, §5 (AFF).] 
[ 2003, c. 380, §1 (AMD); 2003, c. 380, §5 (AFF) .]  

2. Children under 40 pounds.  When a child who weighs less than 40 pounds is 
being transported in a motor vehicle that is required by the United States Department of 

Transportation to be equipped with safety seat belts, the operator must have the child 
properly secured in accordance with the manufacturer's instructions in a child safety seat. 

Violation of this subsection is a traffic infraction for which a fine of $50 for the first 
offense, $125 for the 2nd offense and $250 for the 3rd and subsequent offenses must be 

imposed. A fine imposed under this subsection may not be suspended by the court.  
[ 2005, c. 12, Pt. AAA, §1 (AMD) .]  

3. Passengers less than 18 years of age.  Except as provided in subsection 2, the 
following provisions apply to passengers less than 18 years of age riding in a vehicle that 
is required by the United States Department of Transportation to be equipped with seat 
belts. Violation of this subsection is a traffic infraction for which a fine of $50 for the 

first offense, $125 for the 2nd offense and $250 for the 3rd and subsequent offenses must 
be imposed. A fine imposed under this subsection may not be suspended by the court.  

A. The operator shall ensure that a child who weighs at least 40 pounds but less than 
80 pounds and who is less than 8 years of age is properly secured in a federally approved 
child restraint system. Nonprofit, municipal or contracted transportation service providers 

are exempt from this paragraph until February 1, 2005, except that the operator shall 
ensure that the child is properly secured in a seat belt. [2003, c. 380, §2 (AMD); 

2003, c. 380, §5 (AFF).] 
B. The operator shall ensure that a child who is less than 18 years of age and at least 

8 years of age or who is less than 18 years of age and more than 4 feet, 9 inches in height 
is properly secured in a seat belt. [2007, c. 295, §2 (AMD).] 
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C. The operator shall ensure that a child who is less than 12 years of age and who 
weighs less than 100 pounds is properly secured in the rear seat of a vehicle, if possible. 

[2001, c. 585, §3 (NEW); 2001, c. 585, §6 (AFF).] 
[ 2007, c. 295, §2 (AMD) .]  

3-A. Other passengers 18 years of age and older; operators.  When a person 18 
years of age or older is a passenger in a vehicle that is required by the United States 
Department of Transportation to be equipped with seat belts, the passenger must be 

properly secured in a seat belt. Each such passenger is responsible for wearing a seat belt 
as required by this subsection, and a passenger that fails to wear a seat belt as required by 
this subsection is subject to the enforcement provisions of subsection 4. The operator of a 
vehicle that is required by the United States Department of Transportation to be equipped 
with seat belts must be secured in the operator's seat belt. Violation of this subsection is a 
traffic infraction for which a fine of $50 for the first offense, $125 for the 2nd offense and 

$250 for the 3rd and subsequent offenses must be imposed. A fine imposed under this 
subsection may not be suspended by the court. A vehicle, the contents of a vehicle, the 

driver of or a passenger in a vehicle may not be inspected or searched solely because of a 
violation of this subsection.  

[ 2007, c. 60, §1 (AMD) .]  
4. Enforcement.  The following provisions apply to subsections 2, 3 and 3-A.  

A. Unless the vehicle is operated by a person under 21 years of age, the 
requirements do not apply to a passenger over one year of age when the number of 
passengers exceeds the vehicle seating capacity and all of the seat belts are in use. 

[1997, c. 737, §7 (AMD).] 
A-1. The requirements of subsection 3-A do not apply to a driver or passenger who 

has a medical condition that, in the opinion of a physician, warrants an exemption from 
the requirements of subsection 3-A and that medical condition and opinion are 

documented by a certificate from that physician. That certificate is valid for the period 
designated by the physician, which may not exceed one year. The Secretary of State may 

issue a removable windshield placard that is visible to law enforcement officers to a 
person with a certificate from a physician. A removable windshield placard is a 2-sided 
permit designed to hang from the rearview mirror when the vehicle is in motion without 
obstructing the view of the operator. The placard must be displayed by hanging it from 
the rearview mirror so that it may be viewed from the front and rear of the vehicle when 
the vehicle is in motion. If the vehicle is not equipped with a rearview mirror, the placard 

must be displayed on the dashboard. The placard must be identifiable as a seat belt 
placard as designed by the Secretary of State. A placard issued to a person under this 

paragraph expires when the physician's certificate expires. [2009, c. 436, §1 
(AMD).] 

B. [2005, c. 12, Pt. AAA, §4 (RP).] 
C. [2005, c. 12, Pt. AAA, §5 (RP).] 
D. [2005, c. 12, Pt. AAA, §6 (RP).] 

E. [2007, c. 60, §2 (RP).] 
[ 2009, c. 436, §1 (AMD) .]  

5. Evidence.  In an accident involving a motor vehicle, the nonuse of seat belts by 
the operator or passengers or the failure to secure a child is not admissible in evidence in 

a civil or criminal trial, except in a trial for violation of this section.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

6. Exceptions.  Notwithstanding subsection 3-A:  
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A. A rural mail carrier of the United States Postal Service is not required to be 
secured in a seat belt while engaged in the delivery of mail; [2009, c. 34, §1 

(AMD).] 
B. The operator of a taxicab or a limousine is not responsible for securing in a seat 

belt a passenger transported for a fee; and [2009, c. 34, §1 (AMD).] 
C. A newspaper delivery person is not required to be secured in a seat belt while 

engaged in the actual delivery of newspapers from a vehicle or performing newspaper 
delivery duties that require frequent entry into and exit from a vehicle. [2009, c. 34, 

§1 (NEW).] 
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Title 29-A: MOTOR VEHICLES HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); 
PT. B, §5 (AFF) 

Chapter 19: OPERATION HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); PT. 
B, §5 (AFF)  

Subchapter 1: RULES OF THE ROAD HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 
(NEW); PT. B, §5 (AFF)  

§2091. Control of vehicular traffic at emergency scenes  

1. Definition.  For the purposes of this section, "public safety traffic flagger" means 
a municipal firefighter, a volunteer firefighter or a member of an emergency medical 

service licensed by the Department of Public Safety, Maine Emergency Medical Services 
who is trained in accordance with subsection 2 and authorized by the chief official of the 

fire department or emergency medical service to control vehicular traffic.  
[ 2005, c. 167, §1 (NEW) .]  

2. Training.  All public safety traffic flaggers must receive training approved by the 
Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Standards in controlling traffic on public ways. 

Training may consist of video instruction, instruction in a classroom setting, distribution 
of informational handbooks or other educational materials or other training activities.  

[ 2005, c. 167, §1 (NEW) .]  
3. Authority.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this Title, a public safety 

traffic flagger shall wear a reflective traffic vest or protective clothing as defined by Title 
26, section 2103, subsection 3 and has the authority to control vehicular traffic on a 

public way at or to reroute vehicular traffic around a public safety emergency, including a 
medical emergency, motor vehicle accident, fire, hazardous materials incident or other 
natural or man-made disaster or a training operation, unless otherwise directed by a law 

enforcement officer.  
[ 2005, c. 167, §1 (NEW) .]  

4. Obeying public safety traffic flagger.  An operator of a motor vehicle on a 
public way shall obey a request or signal of a person who is reasonably identifiable as a 

public safety traffic flagger. A violation of this subsection is a traffic infraction.  
[ 2005, c. 167, §1 (NEW) .]  

5. Registered owner's liability.  A person who is a registered owner of a vehicle at 
the time that vehicle is involved in a violation of subsection 4 commits a traffic 

infraction. For the purposes of this subsection, "registered owner" includes a person 
issued a dealer or transporter registration plate.  

A. A public safety traffic flagger who observes a violation of subsection 4 may 
report the violation to a law enforcement officer. If a report is made, the public safety 

traffic flagger shall report the time and the location of the violation and the registration 
plate number and a description of the vehicle involved. The officer shall initiate an 

investigation of the reported violation and, if possible, contact the registered owner of the 
motor vehicle involved and request that the registered owner supply information 
identifying the operator of the registered owner's motor vehicle at the time of the 

incident. [2005, c. 167, §1 (NEW).] 
B. The investigating officer may cause the registered owner of the vehicle to be 

served with a summons for a violation of this subsection. [2005, c. 167, §1 (NEW).] 
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C. Except as provided in paragraph D, it is not a defense to a violation of this 
subsection that a registered owner was not operating the vehicle at the time of the 

violation. [2005, c. 167, §1 (NEW).] 
D. The following are defenses to a violation of this subsection.  

(1) If a person other than the registered owner is operating the vehicle at the time of 
the violation of subsection 4 and is convicted of that violation, the registered owner may 

not be found in violation of this subsection.  
(2) If the registered owner is a lessor of vehicles and at the time of the violation the 

vehicle was in the possession of a lessee and the lessor provides the investigating officer 
with a copy of the lease agreement containing the information required by section 254, 

the lessee, not the lessor, may be charged under this subsection.  
(3) If the vehicle is operated using a dealer or transporter registration plate and at the 

time of the violation the vehicle was operated by any person other than the dealer or 
transporter and if the dealer or transporter provides the investigating officer with the 
name and address of the person who had control over the vehicle at the time of the 

violation, that person, not the dealer or transporter, may be charged under this subsection.  
(4) If a report that the vehicle was stolen is provided to a law enforcement officer or 

agency before the violation occurs or within a reasonable time after the violation occurs 
and an investigation determines the vehicle was stolen, the registered owner may not be 

charged under this subsection. [2005, c. 167, §1 (NEW).] 



52 

Title 29-A: MOTOR VEHICLES HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); 
PT. B, §5 (AFF) 

Chapter 21: WEIGHT, DIMENSION AND PROTECTION OF WAYS HEADING: 
PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); PT. B, §5 (AFF)  

Subchapter 1: WEIGHT HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); PT. B, 
§5 (AFF)  

§2353. Weight limits  

1. Weight limits.  Except as provided in section 2355, the following gross vehicle 
weight limits apply to vehicles operating on a public way:  

A. For a 2-axle vehicle, 34,000 pounds; [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 
1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 

B. For a 3-axle vehicle or combination of vehicles, 54,000 pounds; [1993, c. 
683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 

C. For a 4-axle vehicle or combination of vehicles and, except as provided by 
section 2364, for single unit vehicles of 5 or more axles, 69,000 pounds; [RR 1999, c. 

2, §30 (COR).] 
D. Except as provided in paragraph E, section 2354, section 2357, subsection 4 and 

section 2365 for combination vehicles with 5 or more axles, 80,000 pounds; and 
[RR 1999, c. 2, §32 (COR); RR 1999, c. 2, §33 (AFF).] 

E. For a combination of 3-axle truck tractor and tri-axle semitrailer, 100,000 pounds. 
[1999, c. 580, §6 (NEW).] 

[ RR 1999, c. 2, §30-32 (COR); RR 1999, c. 2, §33 (AFF) .]  
2. Weight reductions.  The maximum gross vehicle weight permitted for 

combination vehicles having:  
A. Four axles is reduced by 1,000 pounds for each foot the distance is less than 18 

feet between the centers of the extreme axles, excluding the steering axle, measured to 
the nearest foot; or [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 

(AFF).] 
B. Five or more axles is reduced by 2,000 pounds for each foot the distance is less 

than 24 feet between the centers of the extreme axles, excluding the steering axle, 
measured to the nearest foot. [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, 

Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  

3. Exception.  Subsection 2 does not apply to vehicles operated on the Interstate 
Highway System.  

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
4. Axle weight limits.  The following axle weight limits apply.  

A. Except as provided in section 2355, a vehicle may not be operated with a gross 
weight exceeding:  

(1) On a single-axle unit, 22,400 pounds; 
(2) On a tandem-axle unit, 38,000 pounds; or 

(3) On a tri-axle unit, 48,000 pounds. [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, 
c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 

B. A single axle of a tandem-axle unit may not support more than 60% of the total 
weight supported by that tandem-axle unit, unless neither axle exceeds the weight legally 
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allowed on a single-axle unit of that vehicle. [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 
1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 

C. A single axle of a tri-axle unit may not support more than 40% of the total weight 
supported by that tri-axle unit. [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, 

Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 
D. The maximum gross weight of a vehicle or axle may not be increased by the 

addition of an axle unless it supports at least 50% of the added weight permitted by its 
addition. [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 

E. [2003, c. 166, §11 (RP).] 
[ 2003, c. 166, §11 (AMD) .]  

5. Maximum tire weight.  A vehicle may not be operated when the load on the road 
surface is greater than 600 pounds per inch of tire width, manufacturer's rating, except 

for:  
A. Farm trucks transporting potatoes directly from the fields to the place of storage 

or to a processing facility during the potato harvesting season; or [2005, c. 433, §21 
(NEW); 2005, c. 433, §28 (AFF).] 

B. A vehicle operating under an overweight permit issued pursuant to section 2381. 
[2005, c. 433, §21 (NEW); 2005, c. 433, §28 (AFF).] 

A tractor, the propulsive power of which is exerted not through wheels resting on 
the ground but by means of a flexible band or chain known as a movable track, is not 
subject to this subsection if the portions of track in contact with the surface of the way 

present plane surfaces.  
[ 2005, c. 433, §21 (AMD); 2005, c. 433, §28 (AFF) .]  

6. Exemption.  A vehicle modified for the purpose of plowing snow is exempt from 
the weight limits imposed by this chapter when engaged in or enroute to or returning 

from plowing snow or in ice control. A vehicle modified for the purpose of plowing snow 
is exempt from the maximum tire weight provisions of subsection 5 at all times. Any fire-

fighting vehicle with its proper equipment that meets the National Fire Protection 
Association standards is exempt from the gross and axle weight limits imposed by this 

chapter. Any vehicle engaged in emergency maintenance of a public way is exempt from 
the weight limits imposed by this chapter.  

[ 1997, c. 437, §44 (AMD) .]  
7. Exemption; farm vehicles transporting potatoes.  A farm vehicle transporting 

potatoes from the field to a storage or processing facility during the potato harvesting 
season is exempt from the axle weight limits and axle weight tolerance restrictions 

imposed by this chapter, except for the weight limits imposed under section 2355. To be 
eligible for this exemption, the farm vehicle must be in compliance with the gross weight 
limits established in this chapter and must have at least 8,000 pounds on the steering axle. 
This exemption does not apply on the Interstate Highway System, including that portion 

designated as the Maine Turnpike.  
[ 1999, c. 472, §3 (NEW) .]  

8. Vehicles within maximum gross vehicle weight limits.  Notwithstanding any 
provision of this subchapter to the contrary, if a vehicle that exceeds axle weight limits 

and axle weight tolerance restrictions imposed by this subchapter by less than 5,000 
pounds is within the applicable maximum gross vehicle weight limit including tolerances, 

the fine imposed under this subchapter is reduced by 50%.  
This subsection does not apply to vehicles traveling on the Interstate Highway 

System except that portion of Interstate 95 designated as the Maine Turnpike.  
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Title 29-A: MOTOR VEHICLES HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); 
PT. B, §5 (AFF) 

Chapter 21: WEIGHT, DIMENSION AND PROTECTION OF WAYS HEADING: 
PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); PT. B, §5 (AFF)  

Subchapter 2: DIMENSION HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); PT. 
B, §5 (AFF)  

§2390. Maximum length limits  

1. Trucks and trailers.  The following maximum length limits include permanent 
or temporary structural parts of the vehicle and load, but do not include refrigeration units 

or other nonload-carrying appurtenances permitted by federal regulation.  
A. A vehicle may not exceed 45 feet, except as provided in this section. [1993, c. 

683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 
B. The maximum overall length of a combination of vehicles may not exceed 65 feet 

unless otherwise permitted by law. [1999, c. 753, §6 (AMD).] 
C. A trailer or semitrailer may be greater than 45 feet but not more than 48 feet in 

structural length only if the distance between the center of the rearmost axle of the truck 
tractor and the center of the rearmost axle of the trailer or semitrailer does not exceed 38 

feet.  
The overall length of the combination of truck tractor and trailer or semitrailer in 

this paragraph may not exceed 69 feet, including all structural parts of the vehicle, 
permanent or temporary, and any load carried on or in the vehicle, including any rear 

overhang.  
The interaxle distance and overall combination vehicle length maximum limits 

required by this paragraph do not apply on the Interstate Highway System and those 
qualifying federal aid primary system highways designated by the Secretary of the United 

States Department of Transportation, pursuant to the United States Surface 
Transportation Assistance Act of 1982, Public Law 97-424, Section 411. [2005, c. 

170, §1 (AMD).] 
D. The load on a combination vehicle transporting tree-length logs exclusively may 

extend rearward beyond the body of the vehicle by no more than 8 1/2 feet, as long as no 
more than 25% of the length of the logs extends beyond the body and the total length of 
the vehicle and load does not exceed 74 feet. [2001, c. 267, §12 (AMD); 2001, c. 

267, §16 (AFF).] 
E. A combination of truck tractor and full trailer or semitrailer may be operated on 

the Interstate Highway System and those qualifying federal aid primary system highways 
designated by the Secretary of the United States Department of Transportation, pursuant 
to the United States Surface Transportation Assistance Act of 1982, Public Law 97-424, 
Section 411, with an overall length in excess of 65 feet, if the trailer or semitrailer length 
does not exceed 48 feet. [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. 

B, §5 (AFF).] 
F. A combination of truck tractor, semitrailer and full trailer, or a combination of 

truck tractor and 2 semitrailers, may be operated on the Interstate Highway System and 
those qualifying federal aid primary system highways designated by the Secretary of the 

United States Department of Transportation, pursuant to the United States Surface 
Transportation Assistance Act of 1982, Public Law 97-424, Section 411, with an overall 
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length in excess of 65 feet, if no semitrailer or trailer length exceeds 28.5 feet. This 
vehicle combination may also operate on other highways designated by the 

Commissioner of Transportation. [2003, c. 166, §14 (AMD).] 
G. A stinger-steered autotransporter may be operated on the Interstate Highway 

System and those qualifying federal aid primary system highways designated by the 
Secretary of the United States Department of Transportation, pursuant to the United 

States Surface Transportation Assistance Act of 1982, Public Law 97-424, Section 411, 
with an overall length not to exceed 75 feet. [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 

1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 
H. A combination vehicle designed for and transporting automobiles may be 

operated with an additional front overhang of not more than 3 feet and rear overhang of 
not more than 4 feet. [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 

§5 (AFF).] 
I. Drive-away saddlemount vehicle transporter combinations with an overall length 

not exceeding 97 feet may be operated on the Interstate Highway System and those 
qualifying federal aid primary system highways designated by the Secretary of the United 
States Department of Transportation pursuant to the United States Surface Transportation 
Assistance Act of 1982, Public Law 97-424, Section 411. [2007, c. 306, §8 (AMD).] 

J. Notwithstanding any other provision of this subsection, a single semitrailer whose 
total structural length exceeds 48 feet but does not exceed 53 feet may be operated in 
combination with a truck tractor on a highway network if the following conditions are 

met.  
(1) The wheelbase of the semitrailer, measured as the distance from the kingpin to 

the center of the rearmost axle of the semitrailer, may not exceed 43 feet.  
(2) The kingpin setback of the semitrailer, measured as the distance from the kingpin 

to the front of the semitrailer, may not exceed 3 1/2 feet in length.  
(3) The rear overhang of the semitrailer, measured as the distance from the center of 

the rear tandem axles of the semitrailer to the rear of the semitrailer, may not exceed 35% 
of the wheelbase of the semitrailer.  

(4) The semitrailer must be equipped with a rear underride guard that is of sufficient 
strength to prevent a motor vehicle from penetrating underneath the semitrailer, extends 
across the rear of the semitrailer to within an average distance of 4 inches of the lateral 

extremities of the semitrailer, exclusive of safety bumper appurtenances, and is placed at 
a height not exceeding 22 inches from the surface of the ground as measured when the 

semitrailer is empty and is on a level surface.  
(5) The semitrailer must be equipped with vehicle lights that comply with or exceed 

federal standards and reflective material approved by the Commissioner of 
Transportation that must be located on the semitrailer in a manner prescribed by the 
commissioner. The semitrailer must display a conspicuous warning on the rear of the 

semitrailer indicating that the vehicle combination has a wide turning radius.  
(8) Except as provided in subparagraph (10), the overall length of the truck tractor 

and semitrailer combination of vehicles traveling beyond the national network may not 
exceed 74 feet, including all structural parts of the vehicle, permanent or temporary, and 

any load carried on or in the vehicle. For the purposes of this subparagraph, "national 
network" means those highways in the State identified under 23 Code of Federal 

Regulations, Appendix A to Part 658.  
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(9) Notwithstanding section 2380, the width of the semitrailer must be 102 inches, 
except that the width of the rear safety bumper and appurtenances to the safety bumper 
may not exceed 103 inches and except that the width of a flatbed or lowboy semitrailer, 
measured as the distance between the outer surface edges of the semitrailer's tires, must 

be at least 96 inches but no more than 102 inches.  
(10) For vehicles whose overall length exceeds 74 feet, including all structural parts 

of the vehicle, permanent or temporary, and any load carried on or in the vehicle, access 
is permitted to service facilities or terminals within one mile of the national network. For 

purposes of this subparagraph, "national network" means those highways in the State 
identified under 23 Code of Federal Regulations, Appendix A to Part 658.  

(12) This vehicle combination may not transport cargo that has been prohibited for 
this vehicle combination by the Commissioner of Transportation.  

(13) This paragraph does not apply to a trailer or semitrailer when transporting or 
returning empty from transporting a nondivisible load or object under the provisions of 

an overlimit permit granted by section 2382.  
Nothing in this paragraph limits the authority of the department under Title 23, 

section 52 to adopt rules prohibiting or limiting access by semitrailers or other vehicles to 
a highway or portion of a highway or other segment of the transportation infrastructure in 

order to ensure public safety. [2005, c. 478, §1 (AMD).] 
[ 2007, c. 306, §8 (AMD) .]  

2. Articulated buses.  Notwithstanding any other provisions of this section, 
articulated buses may be operated or caused to be operated as long as the following 

conditions are met:  
A. The total length of the vehicle does not exceed 61 feet, excluding bumpers; 

[1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 
B. The rearmost axle of the vehicle is self-steering; [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 

(NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 
C. The vehicle is equipped with an interlock device to prevent the vehicle from 

jackknifing while backing up; [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, 
Pt. B, §5 (AFF).] 

D. The vehicle is equipped with an audible or visible signal that indicates to the 
driver who overrides the interlock device when the vehicle is nearing the jackknife 
position; and [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 

(AFF).] 
F. The turntable floor is properly aligned to maintain a level surface while the 

vehicle is in operation. [1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 
§5 (AFF).] 

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
3. Exemption.  Fire department vehicles and disabled motor vehicles being towed to 

a repair facility are exempt from length restrictions.  
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]  
4. Rules of access.  The Commissioner of Transportation shall adopt rules consistent 

with the United States Surface Transportation Assistance Act of 1982, Public Law 97-
424, to ensure reasonable access to vehicles described in subsection 1, paragraphs E, F, G 

and I between the Interstate Highway System and those qualifying federal aid primary 
system highways designated by the Secretary of the United States Department of 

Transportation, pursuant to the United States Surface Transportation Assistance Act of 
1982, Public Law 97-424, Section 411, and terminals, facilities for food, fuel, repairs and 
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rest and points of loading and unloading for household goods carriers. The commissioner 
may issue permits for that travel.  
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Title 29-A: MOTOR VEHICLES HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); 
PT. B, §5 (AFF) 

Chapter 23: MAJOR OFFENSES - SUSPENSION AND REVOCATION 
HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); PT. B, §5 (AFF)  

Subchapter 2: JUDICIAL ACTIONS HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 
(NEW); PT. B, §5 (AFF)  

Article 1: OFFENSES HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); PT. B, §5 
(AFF)  

§2413-A. Motor vehicle violation resulting in death  

1. Offense.  A person commits the civil violation of motor vehicle violation 
resulting in death if that person, while operating a motor vehicle and committing a traffic 

infraction, causes the death of another person.  
[ 2009, c. 182, §1 (NEW) .]  

2. Pleading and proof.  The State must prove that the defendant's committing a 
traffic infraction while operating a motor vehicle caused the death under subsection 1. 

The court shall apply Title 17-A, section 33 in assessing any causation under this section.  
[ 2009, c. 182, §1 (NEW) .]  

3. Penalties.  A person who violates this section commits a civil violation for which 
a fine of not more than $5,000 may be adjudged. Any portion of the fine adjudged may 
be satisfied by a court-ordered requirement of community service work. The court shall 

also impose a license suspension of no less than 14 days and up to 4 years.  
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